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Hawks beat Magic for seventh straight home victory

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:49 p.m. Monday, December 20, 2010 

The Magic have a new look but the Hawks used a familiar plan to beat them.

Atlanta earned its 91-81 victory on Monday night at Philips Arena in much the same way it won the 

previous meeting, 80-74 at Orlando. The Hawks used a big lineup to slow center Dwight Howard, 

scrambled to challenge Orlando's shooters and spread the scoring around.

That formula has allowed the Hawks to halt Orlando's recent domination of the series. Atlanta's Dec. 6 

victory at Orlando ended a six-game losing streak there (including postseason games) and the Hawks 

now own a series win streak for the first time since the 2006-07 season.

It was only Atlanta's third victory in its past 13 games against the Magic, including Orlando's 4-0 sweep in 

the 2010 Eastern Conference semifinals.

"We have certainly found a way to play them," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. "Whether it works, 

sometimes it is good, and sometimes it doesn't work as well. The last two games it has certainly worked 

for us."

The Hawks won their seventh consecutive game at home. They never trailed after falling behind 6-5 and 

took control with a 22-7 run in the second half.

Al Horford scored 24 points to lead four Hawks starters in double figures. Howard had 19 points and 20 

rebounds but didn't get enough help from his Magic teammates.

The Hawks started 7-footer Jason Collins at center and also used Zaza Pachulia and Etan Thomas 

against Howard, who was 6 of 14 from the field and made 7 of 12 free-throw attempts.

"To be successful against them we've obviously got to be physical with Dwight," Collins said. "We've got 

a lot of big guys on this team and we've got to use our fouls against him."

The Magic acquired Jason Richardson, Gilbert Arenas and Hedo Turkoglu in trades over the weekend. 

Less than two hours before game time the league hadn't officially cleared all of them to play.

"[The Hawks] have been together six years," Magic coach Stan Van Gundy said before the game. "We've 

been together six hours."
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The Magic eventually got the OK from the league and started Richardson and Turkoglu, and brought 

Arenas off the bench. All three had relatively quiet offensive games as Orlando struggled to score against 

Atlanta's energetic defense.

Orlando's newcomers combined for 27 points while making 6 of 23 shots.

"They've definitely got some talent," Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. "We caught them at the right time. 

They've got new guys who haven't gotten acclimated. They were a little vulnerable and we took 

advantage."

The Hawks led from 7:54 of the first quarter until Howard's dunk tied it at 55-55 in the third quarter. But 

the Magic never could get the lead as they kept missing shots and the Hawks found a rhythm.

Johnson's 3-pointer made it 71-60 early in the fourth quarter. After Josh Smith blocked Howard's dunk 

attempt, Pachulia passed to Marvin Williams for a baseline dunk that pushed Atlanta's lead to 77-62.

Orlando never got closer than the final margin from there.

"It was really hard for us getting used to all the changes and it made for a very rough evening," Van 

Gundy said. 
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