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Hawks lose again to lowly Nets

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

5:54 p.m. Sunday, December 19, 2010 

NEWARK, N.J. -- Maybe it's time for the Hawks to hold another team meeting. The topic this time could 

be how to dominate the Nets like like every good NBA team does. The Hawks still haven't figured it out.

Atlanta lost 89-82 to the Nets on Sunday for its second defeat in two games at New Jersey. The Nets are 

2-1 against the Hawks and 6-19 against the rest of their schedule. Atlanta is the only team with a winning 

record to lose to New Jersey, much less twice.

"This is the NBA," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. "We don't look at records, which I told my players 

before the game. Irregardless of what New Jersey's record is, they are still an NBA team and they play 

hard every night they step on the floor."

The Hawks should have known since New Jersey beat them 107-101 in overtime on Nov. 23. The Hawks 

had a team meeting to work out their issues following that loss, and then won five games in a row and 

seven of eight.

They've now dropped three of their past four games and are 11-12 since starting the season 6-0. The 

Hawks play Orlando on Monday night at Philips Arena, where they've won six consecutive games.

"Still a long year," Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. "Put it behind us and move on."

The loss to New Jersey comes less than a week after the Pistons, another struggling team, dominated 

the Hawks for a 103-80 victory. Atlanta still struggles to beat the best teams and now is dropping games 

to lesser opponents, too.

It looked like the Nets couldn't stop Atlanta after giving up a 30-point first quarter. The Hawks were sharp 

despite forward Josh Smith playing less than a minute before getting called for his second foul.

But the Nets, a below-average defensive team, held Atlanta to 52 points over the final three quarters.

"It went dead in the water offensively," Drew said. "It was a combination of things. I thought our shot 

selection was a little bit questionable at times. We just didn't maintain a rhythm after that first quarter."

The Hawks could have used reserve guard Jamal Crawford to get them going. He missed his third 

consecutive game with a sore back, and the Hawks got just 11 points from their bench players, including 

two after halftime.
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Atlanta's 32-25 lead in the second quarter dwindled as Drew sent in his reserves. When New Jersey 

used a 7-0 run to lead 71-64 in the fourth quarter, Drew quickly called timeout to get his starters back in 

the game.

The Hawks still were in it late despite their scoring troubles. They were down 74-70 with 6:09 to play but 

failed to score on their next four possessions as New Jersey's lead grew to 80-70 with four minutes left.

Atlanta, which was 6 of 18 from the field in the final quarter, couldn't get any closer than 87-82.

"We just have to give them credit," Hawks center Al Horford said. "They really made big shots down the 

stretch. We really couldn't score there at the end."

The Hawks made 14 of 22 shots with 10 assists and two turnovers in the first quarter. After that start they 

were 15 of 52 from the field with 12 assists and 14 turnovers.

"In the first quarter we had good ball movement," Johnson said. "We were getting into the teeth of the 

defense and making the game easy. After that, for whatever reason, we stopped doing that."
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