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Hawks can't finish, get finished off by Celtics

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:10 p.m. Thursday, December 16, 2010 

BOSTON -- Pushing tough opponents before faltering late has become a trend for the Hawks this 

season.

They had fourth-quarter leads against Orlando, Utah, Dallas, and San Antonio. They and were within two 

points of Miami in the final period. On Thursday night, it was the same scenario for the Hawks, who had 

no finishing kick in a 102-90 loss to the Celtics.

The Hawks looked make amends after the Celtics embarrassed them in a 99-76 defeat at Philips Arena 

on Nov. 22. Atlanta gave a much more spirited effort this time despite missing All-Star Joe Johnson and 

top reserve Jamal Crawford because of injuries.

It just wasn't enough to beat the Celtics, the defending Eastern Conference champions. Boston earned 

its 12th straight victory the night after winning a tough game at New York.

The Hawks suffered their third loss in four games. They trailed by two points early in the fourth quarter 

but couldn't get any closer over the final 10 minutes.

Facing one of the league's top defensive teams and playing without its top two perimeter scorers, the 

Hawks needed points from other sources.

"We are missing about 38, 39 points of our offense," Atlanta forward Josh Smith said before the game. 

"So it's going to take a total team effort. Guys are going to have to step up."

The Hawks received a game-high 26 points from forward Marvin Williams. Reserve guard Jeff Teague 

chipped in 18 points, which was encouraging but not nearly enough in the absence of Crawford.

Al Horford and Smith, Atlanta's top two healthy scorers, couldn't deliver. Smith scored one point and 

Horford had eight while Boston's starters all scored in double figures.

Ray Allen and Glen Davis each scored 18 points for the Celtics. Allen had 12 points in the third quarter 

as Boston outscored the Hawks 31-26 and Davis' eight points in the second period helped the Celtics 

come back from a seven-point deficit.

Teague did his best to answer the call. Atlanta's second-year point guard has fallen out of coach Larry 

Drew's regular playing rotation in part because the coach felt he wasn't aggressive enough with the ball.
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That wasn't a problem in this game for Teague, whoenergized the Hawks in the first quarter. Teague 

scored on a driving layup and two dunks, one after a steal, and finished the half with a team-high 11 

points while making 5 of 6 shots.

With Teague leading the way, Atlanta's bench players built a 35-28 lead in the second quarter and the 

Hawks were ahead 41-34 five minutes before halftime. The Hawks couldn't hold the lead as Boston 

closed the half with an 11-2 run and led 44-43 at the break. 

Consecutive three-pointers from Mike Bibby and Williams tied it at 53 in the third quarter. Boston 

answered with an 11-2 run highlighted by two scores by Kevin Garnett and Paul Pierce's 3-pointer.

That burst sent Boston fans into a frenzy and Drew called a timeout to calm things down. Williams and 

Bibby made jump shots to cut the lead to 66-60 and the Hawks were down 75-69 at the end of the 

period.

Williams kept scoring in the fourth quarter to keep Atlanta in the game. He made a jump shot to cut the 

lead to 77-73 and Teague followed with a driving basket to make it 77-75 with 10 minutes to play.

Pierce made another 3-pointer and Semih Erden scored in the lane to give Boston an 84-75 lead. Nate 

Robinson's 3-pointer extended the lead to 89-78 with less than six minutes to play.

Atlanta's last gasp came when Horford's jump shot trimmed Boston's lead to 91-84 with less than four 

minutes to play. Allen and Davis scored consecutive baskets, and Allen's 3-pointer with 1:53 to play 

made it 100-86.

Boston won without All-Star guard Rajon Rondo (ankle), who also sat out the first game against Atlanta. 

The Celtics also were thin in the front court without injured center Shaquille O'Neal, whose post presence 

was key in the first meeting.

Drew had hoped to take advantage of O'Neal's absence by calling pick-and-rolls and matching Smith 

against Pierce.

"I'm definitely going to be looking for the roll," Smith said. "With their inside presence gone I think that we 

can take advantage of that."

But Smith couldn't finish at the rim when he got chances. He missed all six of his field-goal attempts in 

the first half and finished 0-for-8 from the field.
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