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Hawks rally falls short at Miami

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:10 p.m. Saturday, December 4, 2010 

MIAMI -- The Hawks knew what was coming, but figured they were ready.

After all, their 7-2 road record before Saturday included plenty of tight victories, so they had some 

confidence for their game against the star-studded Heat.

"So far we've done a good job on the road of weathering storms," coach Larry Drew said before the 

game.

The Hawks had yet to encounter a tempest like this, though.

The Hawks recovered from the initial surge of Miami's LeBron James, Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh, 

but couldn't overcome the All-Star trio's final flurry in the 89-77 defeat.

Their winning streak ended at five games, and they lost for the fifth time in seven games against 

opponents with winning records. It was the Hawks' first loss in three games without Joe Johnson.

Even without their injured All-Star guard, the Hawks had a chance to earn their first signature victory, but 

were doomed by a poor start and sloppy finish.

"We kept fighting, but we couldn't pull it off," Hawks center Al Horford said.

Overwhelmed early and down 17 in the third quarter, the Hawks responded with a furious rally and were 

down only 63-61 entering the fourth quarter. But each time the Hawks threatened to tie or take the lead in 

the clutch, they faltered and the Heat took advantage.

The Hawks trailed 66-63 when Josh Powell's turnover led to a layup by Wade. That started a 7-0 run that 

pushed Miami's lead to 72-63.

Jamal Crawford's basket cut Miami's lead to 74-72 with less than five minutes to play. After Bosh made a 

free throw, Josh Smith made a strong move to the basket, but couldn't score.

James rebounded, got fouled and made two free throws. Then Heat guard Mario Chalmers intercepted 

Mike Bibby's careless pass, and Wade scored an off-balance layup to make the score 79-72 with 3:32 to 

go.
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"With them, you have to be very decisive with your plays because they will take the ball and go score the 

other way," Crawford said.

The Hawks faded from there with four missed shots and a turnover in their next six possessions.

It looked as if the Heat were on the way to a dominating victory after James, Wade and Bosh led their 

first-half surge. The three combined for 42 points as the Heat took a 50-36 lead into halftime.

Improbably, new Hawks forward Damien Wilkins helped spark the comeback. Signed for depth Friday 

after Johnson's injury, Wilkins made his debut and helped slow James in the third quarter.

Wilkins' defensive effort seemed to inspire his teammates.The Heat scored just 13 points in the third 

quarter while missing 13 of 19 shots. James was held scoreless, Bosh scored four points and Wade 

seven as the rest of the Heat players managed two points combined.

At the same time the Hawks' defense tightened, Horford got the offense going.

With immobile center Zydrunas Ilgauskas guarding him, Horford moved outside, where Ilgauskas had to 

give him space. Horford made all six of his shots in the third quarter and also had six rebounds.

"I kept telling the guys during timeouts that we had to stick around until we got our rhythm or got our 

flow," Drew said. "We came out in the third quarter and established ourselves pretty well."

The Hawks couldn't finish, though, and lost another close game to a good opponent.

"Another ‘moral victory,' but we had one of those against Orlando last time," Hawks forward Mo Evans 

said. "Those don't count for anything."
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