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Hawks have road figured out; need to find home 
wins

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

6:42 p.m. Tuesday, November 30, 2010 

There's a simple way to explain the disparity between the Hawks' historically hot start on the road and 

their uncharacteristic struggles so far at home: The Hawks have played tougher opponents at Philips 

Arena.

However, that doesn't account for how essentially the same group of players started 4-5 at home after 

dominating there the past two seasons.

The Hawks have proven they can beat elite competition at home; they just haven't done it so far this 

season.

"We've just got to bottle up these past few years and see how successful we were and just duplicate it 

this year," Hawks forward Josh Smith said. "We still have a chance to be dominant at home; we just have 

to do it right now, right away."

The Hawks have managed to stay near the top of the Eastern Conference by posting its best road record 

at 7-2. That's their best road start since the team moved to Atlanta in 1968.

Losing at home is a new thing for the Hawks, too. They were 31-10 at Philips Arena in 2008-09 and 34-7 

last year but have now lost four of their past five games there.

"To me that's mental," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. "We've played with more a sense of urgency on the 

road. We've got to bring that same sense of urgency at home. If we play our style of basketball things will 

take care of themselves."

Drew wants the Hawks to play with high energy on defense from the beginning of games because that 

tends to get them going in all areas. The Hawks have found that tougher to do against better opponents.

The Suns, Bucks, Jazz, Mavericks and Celtics have won at Philips Arena. The combined record of those 

teams entering Tuesday was 53-34, and only Milwaukee has a losing record.

Atlanta has won at Memphis, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Minnesota, Indiana, New York and Toronto. The 

combined record of those teams was 45-72, with Indiana the lone team to post a winning record.
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There's been no clear pattern in Atlanta's home losses. The Hawks rallied to take the lead against the 

Suns after trailing at halftime, and were up 11 early in the fourth quarter against Utah but faltered.

The Hawks started fast to gain big first-half leads against Milwaukee and Dallas. They wilted once both 

teams dominated the second quarter.

One factor in Atlanta's favor now is improved health. Starting small forward Marvin Williams missed the 

games against the Suns and Bucks and was still gimpy against Utah, Dallas and Boston. He's since 

rounded into form and had strong games against New York and Toronto over the weekend.

“I feel more explosive out there," Williams said. "When I first got it banged, I didn’t feel explosive at all. 

These last couple games I’ve been getting to the line because I feel more comfortable pushing off. I still 

feel pain but I am starting to feel better each day.”

Johnson questionable

Hawks guard Joe Johnson is questionable after he missed practice because of a sore right elbow. 

Johnson didn't report any pain after Atlanta's previous game but woke up with soreness on Tuesday, 

Drew said.

Johnson was examined by doctors later in the day, but the team had no update on his condition.
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