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Forgotten Molineaux brought to life by Glenn dinner

By Bill Banks  

For the AJC 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Reading about Tom Molineaux for the first time, Mike Glenn couldn't believe he didn't already know about 

the black bare-knuckles boxer.

The more the Hawks broadcaster and former player peeled back the layers of ancient history, the more 

appreciation Glenn had for the obscure former slave who tends to be ignored in mainstream black 

history.

Glenn is so passionate about this man that he will host the first Tom Molineaux Recognition and 

Commemoration Dinner at the Holiday Inn Atlanta Capital hotel. The event begins at 5:00 p.m. Invited 

guests include former Arkansas basketball coach Nolan Richardson, and George Taliaferro, the first 

African-American drafted by the NFL. Both men will speak.

“Molineaux is America’s first great athlete, period, but he’s especially important for black athletes," Glenn 

said. He makes us understand there is a long, long lineage that pre-dates Jackie Robinson by almost 

140 years. For me, Molineaux legitimizes us, he gives us rights, he gives us a deep history, and it’s time 

he gets brought from the back of the bus.”

Glenn is the host of Atlanta Hawks pre- and post-game shows. For 16 years, he was the team’s 

television analyst. Some might even remember his 10-year NBA career as a superlative shooter, 

including four years with the Hawks (1981-85).

Since 1997, Glenn has compiled one of the largest private collections of African-American literature, 

which includes 4,000 rare and first-edition books, newspapers and magazines. He’s also written four 

books, including three volumes of “Lessons From My Library.” Volume two details Molineaux’s life.

There is no full-length biography of Molineaux. He was born somewhere in Virginia in 1784, and grew 

into a powerful 5-foot-9, 195-pound frame. He earned his freedom by winning a series of plantation 

bouts, sponsored and wagered on by plantation owners.

Molineaux visited New York before sailing in 1809 to London, then the boxing capital of the world. Almost 

immediately he won fight after fight,  among them demolishing an unfortunate Jack Burrows. Of this 

match, famed boxing writer Pierce Egan said, “Molineaux punished [Burrows] so severely that it was 

impossible to distinguish a single feature on his face.”
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On Dec. 18, 1810 -- and Friday is the 200th anniversary -- Molineaux, whose own distinct countenance 

was printed on a number of contemporary lithographs, squared off against undefeated and supposedly 

invincible white boxer Joe Cribb.

The narrative of this fight alone could supply a full-length film. Egan wrote, “The Black had to contend 

against a prejudiced multitude, the pugilistic honor of the country was at stake, and the attempts of 

Molineaux were viewed with jealousy, envy and disgust.”

Fought outdoors in freezing rain before 10,000 spectators, the bout lasted 33 rounds. Some 

eyewitnesses, who might have been imbibing, claim it went 40. Molineaux was not only better, he was 

dominant. He knocked down Cribb in the ninth round. In the 19th, he trapped Cribb on the ropes, 

rendering the champ helpless before 200 fans rushed inside the ring and released Molineaux’s grip, 

allowing the country’s favorite son to escape.

“Talk about a road game,” Glenn said. “It was one black man against the whole British Empire.”

In the 31st round, Molineaux knocked down Cribb, but hit his head on a ring post, which possibly 

fractured his skull. Now badly dazed, Molineaux lasted two more rounds until the head injury took its toll. 

Cribb was declared winner. Most historians agree Molineaux was the superior fighter that day.

“One thing I’m doing with this dinner, is I’m giving out 10 Tom Molineaux Pioneer Awards," said Glenn, 

citing Richardson, Taliaferro, former Hawks player Walt Bellamy and Sean Gibson, who is the great 

grandson of Negro League superstar Josh Gibson, as recipients.

"It’s not necessarily for someone who was the first at doing something, but for somebody who was a 

trailblazer.”

Tom Molineaux Recognition and Commemoration Dinner

When: Saturday, 5:00 p.m.

Where: Holiday Inn Atlanta Capitol, 450 Capitol Ave., Atlanta

Cost: advance ticket, $40; at the door, $45

Further Information: Sharon Terrell, 404-358-1706
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