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ATLANTA HAWKS NOMINATED FOR 2010 UNITED NATIONS NGO POSITIVE PEACE AWARD  
 

ATLANTA (December 20, 2010) – Celebrate Positive announced today that the Atlanta Hawks have been 

nominated for the inaugural 2010 United Nations NGO Positive Peace Awards in the Professional Sports Team 

category.  This award, viewed as a 21
st

-century peace prize, honors and recognizes individuals, businesses, 

athletes, sports teams, entertainers and schools around the world for their positive contributions. 

 

The 2010 Positive Peace Award nominees are judged by the United Nations NGO Voting Academy 

comprised of highly respected United Nations NGOs, such as Rotary International, Pathways to Peace, and 

Sister Cities International.  The Voting Academy will use an established criteria of a professional sports team’s 

community involvement and impact on their community to determine this year’s winner. 

 

“Celebrate Positive congratulates the Atlanta Hawks and the other nominees for exemplifying what 

giving back to the community means” said Scott Pederson, President and CEO, Celebrate Positive.  “The 

Atlanta Hawks are a wonderful example of how a professional sports team can make a positive impact in their 

community.” 

 

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta nominated the Hawks for the award because of significant 

contributions the organization has made to lift the spirits of the children at all three of their main hospital 

campuses.  Hawks players and coaches have made numerous visits to the hospitals and the Hawks 

organization has made financial contributions to build out critical areas of care for their kids including a "Teen 

Room" and "Activity Center" at Egleston Hospital; an Atlanta Hawks-themed cafeteria at Hughes-Spalding 

Hospital; and a game room at Scottish Rite Hospital. 

 

“The Atlanta Hawks have been benevolent and caring partners and friends to our non-profit children's 

healthcare system for years”, said Shelton Stevens, Executive Director - Sports Network at Children's 

Healthcare of Atlanta.  “They have provided resources and support that have lifted the spirits and encouraged 

the healing of our ill and injured children. We are blessed to have them in our community”. 
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Rotary International, with several of the world’s most active local Rotary Clubs based in Atlanta, serves 

on the United Nations NGO Voting Academy. 

 

“We at Rotary International are honored to serve on the voting committee for the United Nations NGO 

Positive Peace Awards,” says RI General Secretary Ed Futa.  “Every day, Rotary’s 1.2 million members address 

the question, how do we make our world a better place?  How appropriate that these awards recognize those 

organizations who are asking the same question and taking the necessary steps to achieve positive change in 

our world.” 

 

The winner of the sports categories for 2010 United Nations NGO Positive Peace Award will be 

announced in early 2011. 

 

“The Atlanta Hawks are committed to giving back to our local communities and making a difference in 

the lives of others, and we are grateful to be recognized for our efforts with such a distinctive nomination,” 

said Hawks President Bob Williams.  “Our coaches, players and employees understand the importance of the 

inspiration we can provide, not just on the court, but off the court as well.” 

 

About Celebrate Positive 

Celebrate Positive, in coordination with the United Nations and its non-government organizations like, Rotary 

International, Sister Cities International and Pathways to Peace provides a platform to recognize communities, 

businesses, schools, athletes and entertainers for the positive work to make a difference in the world. Celebrate Positive 

has created a destination website that provides inspirational news from around the world as well as efforts being made 

by the United Nations to promote peace globally.  For more information on Celebrate Positive or the organizations and 

agencies they work with, visit www.celebratepositive.com. 

About the Atlanta Hawks 

The Atlanta Hawks, a member of the National Basketball Association since 1949, play in the Southeast Division, along 

with the Charlotte Bobcats, Miami Heat, Orlando Magic and Washington.  For more information on the organization and 

their efforts in the Atlanta community, visit www.hawks.com. 


