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Raptors Amir Johnson steals the ball from 
Hawks Joe Johnson during an NBA game in 
Toronto, Nov. 28, 2010. (Alex Urosevic/QMI 
Agency) 

If you can’t shoot and can’t defend, you can’t win. 

The Raptors learned as much in a 96-78 drubbing by the Atlanta Hawks at the Air Canada Centre on Sunday afternoon. 

Following a decent enough start, the 6-11 home side “treated” its fans to a truly horrendous shooting performance in the second 
half and let the athletic Hawks — most impressively Josh Smith, who had a triple double — go to town down low.

“You go through one through five (starters) ... nobody could score and we couldn’t stop those guys and that is why you have a 
(nearly) 20-point (loss),” lamented Raptors head coach Jay Triano, who later added that the team’s bench wasn’t any better.

“They try to post you up. They have a mismatch at every position and they try to take advantage of that.” 

Smith certainly did, dishing out 10 assists to go along with his 12 points and 13 rebounds. 

Things started out okay for the Raptors, who shot 50% from the field in the first quarter and 47.6% through the first half against a 
team finishing up a back-to-back.

But the offence derailed in spectacular fashion in the third quarter with the team misfiring on 14 of 17 attempts in the frame.

Jose Calderon — who has taken flak in some circles for failing to involve the big man — posted Andrea Bargnani several times in 
the first half, and the latter looked solid in converting the bulk of those chances.

Toronto scored 28 of its 46 points inside through two quarters, but just 16 more from there. 

Bargnani wasn’t sure why the team went away from feeding him down low. 

“There’s no reason. I don’t know,” he said. “Of course, I like getting the post-ups (and) not just at the start of the game.” 

After going inside for most of the half, the Raptors started to fire away from the outside.

“We couldn’t make shots, settled for jump shots ... we have to attack the basket,” Triano said. 

Amir Johnson’s long miss was the most egregious example of the team’s poor shot selection. 

The inefficiency — combined with allowing the Hawks to shoot 52.6% — put the Raptors down 52-46 at the break. 

Things got worse from there, as the Hawks pulled away thanks to some horrid shooting by the home side. 

For the game, the Raptors shot an ice-cold 1-for-12 from deep, while the Hawks were 8-for-18. 

Filled with energy early on, the Raptors came out flat in the third, turning over the ball four times in as many minutes. 

Towards the end of the third and into the fourth, Jerryd Bayless decided to take matters into his own hands, driving to the hoop at will on the helpless Hawks.

Bayless sank four free throws in the third and another two in the fourth. 

But the lead was too big and the interior defence too poor for the Raptors to have a chance against the tough Hawks. 

Calderon struggled, shooting 1-for-6, while sophomore guard DeMar DeRozan was invisible until the game was out of reach.

Calderon came back down to earth after shooting 55% in the first three games following the trade of Jarrett Jack. 

Joey Dorsey, surprisingly, made his first career start and performed admirably in place of the injured Reggie Evans. He kept balls alive early and converted a couple of Calderon 
alley-oop passes — one for an impressive first-quarter jam. Dorsey scored a career-best nine points and added six rebounds in 19 minutes of action. 

Forward Peja Stojakovic missed the game with a swollen knee and the team confirmed Evans has fractured the fifth metatarsal bone in his right foot.

Evans watched the game while on crutches. He underwent further testing on Sunday and the team said it would announce a timetable for his recovery shortly.
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