
 

Raptor Amir Johnson battles Atlanta's Josh Powell (12) and Joe Johnson for a 

loose ball on Sunday. 
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Back to Raptors lose every battle against Hawks 

The list rolled easily off Jay Triano’s tongue as he tried to explain just what 

happened to the Raptors on Sunday.

If you’re looking for scapegoats, the head coach said, there is a litany in the 

wake of a 96-78 stomping administered by the Atlanta Hawks at the Air 

Canada Centre.

“DeMar (DeRozan) got outplayed by Joe Johnson,” the coach said. “Jose 

(Calderon) got outplayed by Mike Bibby. Andrea (Bargnani) got outplayed by 

Josh Smith. Sonny (Weems) got outplayed by Marvin Williams. Joey 

(Dorsey) got outplayed by Al Horford.” But coach, isn’t your bench a 

strength?

“I’m not picking on our starters for getting outplayed,” he added a few 

seconds later. “Amir (Johnson) didn’t outplay anybody on their bench, either. 

Leandro (Barbosa) didn’t.

“They beat us, every single position, every single guy.”

Pretty accurate presentation of what unfolded, actually, as Toronto fell to 6-

11 on this season with one of its poorest efforts of the year.

The Hawks were able to pound the ball inside, sit back on defence and watch 

the Raptors miss a series of not-too-hard jump shots.

Toronto hung tough through the first half, trailing 53-46 at the intermission, but when they made just three of 17 field goal attempts in an 11-

point third quarter the game was decided.

“We couldn’t make a shot and we couldn’t find a combination where we could score some points,” said Triano “We settled for jump shots. 

This is a team that’s going to pack in it a bit and make you shoot jump shots and we did.

“I don’t think they were bad shots. They just didn’t go in, and when that happens you can’t have 11-point quarters.”

The Raptors, missing the injured Reggie Evans and also Peja Stojakovic, who sat out with soreness in his left knee, also couldn’t defend the 

bigger, tougher Hawks.

Without Evans’s interior presence and help defence, Atlanta pounded the ball inside to take advantage of what Triano said was a “mismatch 

at every position.”

“This team, they try to post you up and they did at every position . . . they try to take advantage of that and then we lose faith in our ability to 

guard by ourselves,” said the coach. “They start swinging the ball around and our guys, with energy trying to make up for stuff, are doubling 

from the wrong spot or coming when we’re not supposed to come. And that’s when they pick you apart.”

Josh Smith had a triple-double (12 points, 13 rebounds and 10 assists) to lead the Hawks, who had five players in double figures. Only 

Bargnani (14) and DeRozan (13) were in double digits for the Raptors.

“They played better than us,” said Calderon. “They posted us, every one of us. They played how they wanted to play.

“When you see the team is not making shots, you try to do it by yourself and help the team that way. It’s not a problem. We just need some 

stops at some points of the game and they just played better than us.”

Evans, who broke his foot in Friday’s loss in Boston, was examined by Toronto doctors over the weekend and treatment options are still 

being discussed.
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“I don’t know what the doctors are going to say, I don’t know what the rehab time is, but he’s not coming back this week or next,” said 

Triano.

Without him and with Stojakovic on the shelf, the Raptors started Dorsey ahead of Johnson and used Linas Kleiza as a backup big man. It 

didn’t really have much of an impact, especially the decision to leave Johnson in his familiar backup role.

“We knew that Amir was going to play the majority of minutes (and if) Amir picks up two fouls right away (as a starter), which he’s prone to 

do, then he has to sit out for the whole half and I can’t even get into rotations,” said the coach.

“So we did that, Amir still comes in and picks up two and we’re in trouble and we have to play Kleiza at the four.”
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