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Atlanta Hawks knock off Indiana Pacers for 7th consecutive 
time 

 
By Mike Wells 
mike.wells@indystar.com  

There are just some teams that are a nagging thorn in the Indiana Pacers' side. The kind that no 
matter how hard or well they play they can't do enough to beat them. 

The Atlanta Hawks are the team that continues to poke the Pacers harder and harder each time they 
play them. 

The Hawks toyed with the Pacers for the first 24 minutes before locking in during the second half to 
extend their winning streak in the series to seven games. 

A bad third quarter did in the Pacers during their 102-92 loss to the Hawks on Tuesday night at 
Conseco Fieldhouse. 

"We came out with no energy and just didn't seem to be able to get in the groove," Pacers forward 
Mike Dunleavy said. "They're a tough team for us to match up with and they really played us tough 
from start to finish." 

The Hawks' athleticism presents challenges across the board for the Pacers. 

Contain one player -- Joe Johnson -- and another player -- Josh Smith -- steps up. 

Danny Granger held Johnson, an All-Star, to 11 points on 4-of-12 shooting, but Smith picked up the 
slack. 

Smith used his height to take advantage of James Posey and Josh McRoberts in the post for easy 
baskets. 

Smith abused the Pacers power forwards to get 25 points, eight rebounds and seven blocks. 

"It seemed like Josh Smith couldn't miss throughout the game," Granger said. 

Smith did most of his damage in the third quarter, when the Hawks broke open a close game. 

He had nine of his team's 11 points during one stretch to help Atlanta take a 12-point lead into the 
final quarter. 

All five Hawks starters scored in double figures and they shot 50 percent from the field, including 53 
percent on 3-pointers. 

"We lost to a very good basketball team," Pacers coach Jim O'Brien said. "They have a lot of 
weapons. They played together and they're well-coached. Josh Smith was terrific." 

The Pacers had their own offensive weapon going in the first half. 
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Center Roy Hibbert, who has had problems against center Al Horford in the past, came out 
determined to give the Pacers a presence in the post. 

The third-year center had 14 points, eight rebounds and two assists in 17 minutes in the first half. 

The second half, well, was a totally different game for Hibbert. 

He went from getting the ball in the post to having to play out around the foul line where he wasn't as 
effective. 

Hibbert scored only four points and attempted six shots in the final 24 minutes of the game. 

He was limited to one shot attempt in the third quarter when the Hawks got their double-digit lead. 

Hibbert finished with 18 points and 15 rebounds. Granger led the Pacers with 22 points. 

"I think they got under him (Hibbert) pretty effectively," O'Brien said. "We tried to get the ball to him on 
pick-and-roll plays. They do a very good job of guarding the pick-and-roll. 

". . . He certainly went off in the first half, but it was against their second-string centers. Horford was in 
foul trouble." 

Etc. 

The Pacers were without starting PG Darren Collison and backup PF Tyler Hansbrough, who were 
out with ankle injuries. O'Brien said he is not sure how long either player could be out. 
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