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Bibby, Teague Talk Relationship
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Even though the Atlanta Hawks have improved their regular season record in each of the 
past five campaigns, there is a growing contingent of folks that believe the ceiling of the core 
group has already been reached. 

However, a simple fact about the Hawks' current roster is often overlooked when theories on 
why to break up the nucleus surface. 

Youth. Plenty of it. 

Two of the club's big three, All-Star center Al Horford and second team All-Defensive forward 
Josh Smith, have yet to reach their 25th birthdays while leading scorer Joe Johnson won't 
turn 30 until June 2011.  

Established role players such as forward Marvin Williams and center Zaza Pachulia are 24 and 
25 respectively and the team's backcourt of the future Jeff Teague and Jordan Crawford have 
yet to reach their 23rd birthdays. The "old" men on the team aren't exactly ancient with 
reigning Sixth Man of the Year Jamal Crawford (30), Jason Collins (31), Mike Bibby (32) and 
Etan Thomas (32). 

Team chemistry continues to grow in the locker room and the off court cohesiveness shows 
in the team's recent on court success.  

"This is just a good group," Teague told HOOPSWORLD. "We all get along very well. I think if 
they (ownership) keep this group together for the next couple of years, something really 
special can happen."

Its one thing for a young player to credit the only professional locker room they've known as 
a special place, but another for a veteran who's been around the league for over a decade to 
echo the same sentiment.  

"We have the same core that we've had in the past," explained Bibby to HOOPSWORLD. 
"When guys play together for so long and get along so well off the court then I think it ties in 
to the way they play and it's been showing."

When Teague was selected with the No. 19 pick in the 2009 draft, the logic was that he'd 
come in and learn the ropes from Bibby for a few years and then take over the keys to the 
offense. However, after head coach Mike Woodson was dismissed following the squad's 
embarrassing second round playoff exit last season the plan for Teague accelerated. 

Incoming head coach Larry Drew stated repeatedly that he'd give Teague an opportunity to 
wrestle the starting point guard spot away from Bibby in training camp. Factor in Bibby's 
rapid production decline during the 2010 season and most felt that Teague had an outside 
shot to emerge from camp as a NBA starter.  
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Unfortunately, Teague suffered an ankle sprain during camp which severely limited the 
competition for the position and Bibby spent the summer rededicating himself to the game 
showing up this season much more prepared than last year and the results of the extra work 
are evident. 

Bibby is on pace to knock down 170 three-pointers this season which would move him into 
15th on the all-time made three-pointer list passing Dan Majerle, Antoine Walker, Brent Barry 
and Michael Finley. 

"I've been more aggressive (this season)," Bibby explained to HOOPSWORLD. "I'm just trying 
to make things happen. I'm getting to the basket a lot more than I did last year. The year 
before and trying to get a contract over the summer (2009), you really don't want to do 
anything that would get you hurt. So I kind of took it easy last summer.  This summer I took 
care of my body, ate better and did extra running. So I'm ready."

Bibby told HOOPSWORLD back on media day that at this stage of his career he's more 
concerned with being in a winning environment than individual accolades, starting or 
averaging 25 points per night. He is also a fan of Teague's game and is willing to do anything 
to assist in his development.  

"He's a lot faster than I was," Bibby advised HOOPSWORLD. "We're all on the same team 
here. I've said it before and I'll say it again. Jeff is going to be in this league for a long time."

So while there is a strong competition between Bibby and Teague on the hardwood, there 
isn't any animosity brewing behind the scenes. Both understand that the other can make 
their own games better. 

For Bibby, who has struggled against quicker penetrating point guards as of late, it's having 
Teague in practice to defend as preparation. For Teague, it's having a veteran to learn the 
subtle nuisances of ball control, shot selection and game preparation. 

In fact, Teague credits Bibby with helping him develop as a professional and admits the 
healthy competition between the two has sparked a strong off court relationship built on 
respect.    

"It's not like we're going at each other necks every day," Teague commented to 
HOOPSWORLD. "People don't know that Mike is one of my good friends on the team.  We 
talk all the time. We talk about basketball and life in general. He's like a big brother.  He 
treats me like a little brother. He wants the best for me and I want the best for him."

Although Teague failed to win the starting spot, Bibby feels that sometimes sitting and 
learning for a young player is just as important as in game experience. 

"When I first came in to the league, I was thrown into the fire," Bibby explained to 
HOOPSWORLD. "My veteran point guard broke his foot during training camp, so I had to 
start because I was the only point guard left." 

"I think coming into the league with the opportunity to look and learn, will be good for him 
(Teague). I never got that chance. Who knows how I would've turned out if things would've 

Page 2 of 3Bibby, Teague Talk Relationship - Basketball News & NBA Rumors -

11/13/2010http://www.hoopsworld.com/Story.asp?story_id=17886&print=yes



been different? He's in a better situation than I was. He's not coming in winning 18-20 
games like I did with the Vancouver Grizzlies. He's in a totally different situation than I was. 
Totally different," finished Bibby. 

Coming into the league playing for a team in the midst of a playoff run might mean less 
playing time to start a career, but in the long term Teague believes it will pay dividends. 

"I've talked to guys (from my draft class) and they get their numbers and things like that but 
they're losing so they're frustrated. I'd rather win all day," states Teague. "People are always 
going to go with you when you have the experience of playing in the playoffs.  When you've 
never won, then there won't be a lot of people that will invest a lot in you."

The constantly churning career cycle will eventually one day push veteran to bench and 
youngster to the forefront, but don't expect any animosity from either player.  

"We're just pushing each other," continued Teague. "I mean, we really just want to win. We 
don't care about who gets the most minutes. If I'm playing good and he's playing good, we 
just want to win." 

Bibby sums it up the best. 

"I'm not here to try and make him look bad.  He's not here trying to make me look bad. I'm 
going to do whatever it takes to help him in his career." 
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