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Heading into this past summer the Atlanta Hawks were at an unusual crossroads regarding 
their future. 

Despite winning 53 contests in 2010 (their most since 1997), improving their regular season 
record for the fifth consecutive campaign and earning a third straight postseason appearance 
- the Hawks' front office had to address huge concerns about the long term vision of the 
franchise. 

There was the embarrassing season ending second round playoff sweep at the hands of the 
Orlando Magic which ultimately cost former head coach Mike Woodson his job. The team 
stayed in-house by eventually hiring former player and long time NBA assistant coach Larry 
Drew to fill the void. Drew had been a member of Woodson's coaching staff and the team 
believes that his up close and personal view on what plagued the squad gives him the 
advantage to strengthen those areas. 

Next, the team had to decide if they were going re-sign four-time All-Star shooting guard Joe 
Johnson in free agency. The Hawks were swift to offer Johnson what turned out to be the 
most lucrative free agent deal of the summer and he quickly re-signed for six more years 
with the club.   

Then there was the priority placed on reaching a contract extension agreement with All-Star 
center Al Horford before the November 1 deadline. If terms weren't reached the emerging 
star would enter the summer of 2012 as a restricted free agent. Once again, the Hawks front 
office secured the signature and further reinforced that they believe the team's current 
nucleus can eventually lead the organization to serious title contention.

Ownership's willingness to financially invest in retaining the core has sent a clear message 
throughout the Hawks' locker room and guys are playing more confidently because of the 
endorsement. 

"It feels good (to have ownership invest)," Hawks starting power forward Josh Smith told 
HOOPSWORLD.  "Al (Horford) is a big centerpiece of this team. I think more so than 
anything it eases his mind. It just gives him an opportunity to just go out there and play – 
not worry about anything. I think when a player is playing with a clear mind is when they're 
playing at their best. I'm just happy and excited to have him apart of this team for a long 
time." 

Surprisingly, before the ink even dried on Horford's extension numerous reports began 
surfacing that Atlanta would be open to dealing away Smith before the trade deadline. 

According to a recent report by ESPN's Chad Ford, several GMs believe the Hawks won't be 
able to keep Johnson ($18.5 million in 2011-12), Josh Smith ($12.5 million in 2011-12), 
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Marvin Williams ($8 million in 2011-12) and Horford ($12 million in 2011-12) together past 
this season for financial reasons.

On the surface it's easy to see why the story quickly gained traction throughout the media. 
The Hawks have the reputation of being extremely cost conscious and staying away from 
luxury tax lane. However, as HOOPSWORLD's Steve Kyler pointed out earlier this week, 
Smith was just named team captain and Atlanta has other options they would look to unload 
before dealing away the cornerstone of their defensive efforts. 

"I don't care (about the trade rumors)," Smith explained to HOOPSWORLD. "I just go out 
there and play the game. I really don't look at what people are saying in the media. People 
tend to create their own stories up. Then everybody else who reads it takes it from there. 
They can copy and print it, then make it their own story too. So I just play and not worry 
about anything. If they (Hawks management) want to do it, they'll do it." 

Reigning Sixth Man of the Year Jamal Crawford overheard the conversation and offered his 
thoughts on the Smith trade rumors. "He'll be here as long as he wants to be here. He'll be 
the last one (to be traded)."

Even though the story has quickly spread throughout basketball circles, the trade talk doesn't 
appear to be a major concern amongst the players. 

"I haven't heard none of that," stated veteran point guard Mike Bibby to HOOPSWORLD. "I 
don't try to read into that stuff (rumors). That stuff will kill you. Believe half of what you hear 
and half of what you see. That's what I go by."

For some the story didn't previously exist until brought to their attention. 

"I honestly haven't heard that. You're the first person to say anything about that to me," 
commented second year guard Jeff Teague to HOOPSWORLD. 

Regardless of the talk revolving his future with the organization, Smith has a clear mission for 
the season and that's for the team to take the next step and move past the second round of 
the playoffs.

A strong personal goal is to add the Defensive Player of the Year (DPOY) award to his 
mantle. 

"I'm definitely hungry for that award (DPOY)," Smith explained without hesitation. "It's 
definitely one of my goals. I just try to be a nuisance on the defensive end. I try to be active 
and fly around. I know if I do that each and every game it will push the defensive tempo of 
my team." 

Smith was the only player in the league last season to average at least 15 points, 8 rebounds 
and 4 assists per game and he ultimately finished second in Defensive Player of the Year 
award voting behind the Magic's Dwight Howard. In somewhat of a shock, the second place 
finish didn't translate into a first-team All-Defensive nod (Smith received second team 
honors).  But that slight is being used as extra motivation this season. 
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"I was surprised (about not being named to first team)," commented Smith. "But you know 
last year is last year. I was just happy to be a part of one of those teams. It was my first 
time being on one of those teams and it's given me something to strive for this year."
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