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Are Horford's points becoming a trend?
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Twice in the past six games Al Horford has scored 28 points or more. Considering that Horford did that only once all of last season, one has to wonder: Is it a trend 
or an aberration?

Hawks coach Larry Drew said he sure hopes it’s a trend.

“I mean, I’ve always said a big strength of [Horford’s] game is his ability to pick-and-pop,” Drew said. “We’ve put him in more of those situations,
utilize that. But he’s done a good job of playing within our offense and our other guys have done a good job getting Al the ball, especially
[Crawford], two guys who, obviously, teams kind of key on them going down the stretch.”

Horford has always been a consistent rebounder, with his averages ranging from his current 8.8 to last season’s 9.9. But to take a brief glance at his career offensive 
numbers is to witness a player who improves year after year in significant ways. Note Horford’s field goal percentage: 49.9 percent in his rookie year of 2007
52.5 percent in 2008-09 and 55.1 percent last season. Twelve games into this season, his improvement has taken an exponential leap from last season
performance to 63.7 percent.

His points-per-game average also has increased each season: 10.1, 11.5, 14.2 and now 17.2.

NBA TV analyst Steve Smith, who served as the analyst on Hawks’ telecasts for Fox Sports South during Horford’s rookie year, said that arc has been 
climb.”

“It’s maturation for Al Horford,” Smith said of the 24-year-old who recently received a new contract extension reportedly worth $60 million. 
rookies who entered the NBA when he was ready to play. … He outworks people. I look at him as the ultimate player with fundamentals. He doesn't make mistakes;
he doesn't hurt you. Al is more of an offensive threat than we think. I just think he understands the role of winning.

“Give that [University of] Florida scenario a lot of credit. He won two national championships. The mind-set was about winning. 
but we haven't had the chance to see it. Now you see he’s able to score 28 and 30 and do it in a fashion where it doesn't take away from Joe Johnson and the other
scorers.”

Horford sees his growth as a function of both Drew’s new offense, which relies on much more ball movement, and of hard work he put in

“I think it’s just me being comfortable with the system,” Horford said. “I put in a lot of time in the summer time working on my jump shot
the results.”

Horford worked out in his native Dominican Republic and also while he was in Atlanta with pro basketball trainer Rob McClanaghan, who works with clients in the 
Wasserman Media Group agency, of which Horford is a part. Horford said they worked on facing up in the post, going from the inside pivot to a jump shot and, as 
Drew mentioned, pick-and-pops. They also worked on putting the ball on the floor, which Horford said is something he has been able to do more often this year.

“I feel much more comfortable when I’m out there on the floor, and he’s been a big help in the summer for me,” Horford said of McClanaghan, who also has worked 
with Derrick Rose, among others.

Drew said Horford’s scoring has been a sign that Johnson and Crawford, the team’s two leading scorers last season, have
team’s 26 assists in Tuesday’s 102-92 win over Indiana as proof.

“I attribute to the fact that, one, they have bought into our offensive system,” Drew said. “They’ve bought into our offensive
are coming from within the offense. So there’s no guessing when we run a set or any time we run an offensive action,
opportunities are, and they’re just taking what the defense gives them.

“There’s not as much of the one-on-one one stuff, although we still have some. So we’ve become a little less predictable as
going to take it.”

Whenever discussing Horford, one subject that always comes up is whether the Hawks ever will be able to move him to power forward, his more natural position. 
Horford made the All-Star team at center, but at 6-foot-10, 245 pounds, he’s considerably smaller than the likes of Boston
Orlando's Dwight Howard, who weighs 265.

Smith wondered aloud how good Horford could be playing alongside the likes of a Tim Duncan and thinks that greater depth also would benefit more consistent 
production for Horford to reduce wear and tear.
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