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Coach Larry Drew has the game plan, he just needs the Hawks to buy in. (Curtis 

Compton/AJC)

The Hawks are 7-4. There are a couple of ways to look at that.

One is that 7-4 really isn’t bad. The Miami Heat – they’d love to be 7-4. (Maybe they need to 

make a splash in free agency.)

The other way to look at 7-4 is the Hawks could be better. They should be better. They followed 

an impressive six straight wins to open the season with four straight losses. That streak came to 

an end Sunday at Philips Arena with a sloppy 111-105 win over 3-8 Minnesota.

Don’t celebrate too much. The Timberwolves are the equivalent of the gum under your shoe 

among NBA teams.

“We just had careless, careless turnovers,” coach Larry Drew said.
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“We’ve got to grow up,” Al Horford said.

“This can’t turn into a pattern,” Jamal Crawford said.

There are problems. The fact that there are problems and the Hawks are on a 52-win pace is 

nice, except that we’ve long established that 52-win seasons no longer are the objective here. 

Postseason success is. Ask the unemployed Mike Woodson.

The Hawks do not yet look like a team that will make any more noise in the playoffs than they did 

a year ago, when they struggled in the first round with the undermanned Milwaukee Bucks (who 

destroyed them the other night) and then got clubbed by Orlando in round two.

It’s way too early for panic time or even, “They absolutely, positively, have to make a trade time.” 

And it certainly hasn’t been all bad. Fact is, Drew has done an exceptional job getting players to 

share the ball on offense. That will pay dividends as the season goes on.

But there are too many stretches of too many games when the Hawks lack flow in the offense, 

too many stretches when their effort on defense and rebounding are lacking, and too many times 

when Josh Smith is flinging shots while standing 20 feet (or more) from the basket.

They blew a 17-point lead against Minnesota. They were forced to scramble when the 

Timberwolves clawed to within five (105-100) with 33 seconds left. The fact they got away with it 

doesn’t excuse the fact that it shouldn’t happen.

Lapses like that buried them against Utah Friday. Lapses like that would bury them in the next 

three games against Indiana, Dallas and Boston.

When asked if fatigue could have played into the Hawks’ showing Sunday, Horford said, “No, we 

just got a little bit careless with the basketball.”

This is why Horford is the roster’s most solid player, on and off the court. Offered an excuse, he 

swatted it away.

More from him:  “If we’re going to be any kind of playoff team we need to limit those [moments] as 

much as we can. We had chances to put the game away and we weren’t able to do it because we 

kept turning the ball over.”

Drew wants his team to be more physical. He wants his team to have more toughness. He wants 

his players to have more heart.

“When we make adjustments and force them into the shots we want them to take, that’s about 

toughing it out,” Drew said. “It’s gut-check time. It’s getting your body on a guy.”

He has pointed out the problems to each player in film sessions. What’s their reaction?

“They’re quiet,” he said.
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If this continues, the issue of whether the Hawks can take the next step as currently built will 

linger.

Do they need a tough guy on the front line?

Do they trade popular Crawford, who’s in the final year of his contract?

Do they explore dealing Smith (which seems rumored every other week)?

At 7-4, it’s too early to draw conclusions. But it’s not to early to conclude that they should be 

better.
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