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Hawks welcome lighter schedule, day or two off

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:00 p.m. Sunday, November 14, 2010 

All NBA teams go through challenging stretches in which the games come quickly, players' legs grow 

tired and bumps and bruises start to add up.

For the Hawks, the busy part of the schedule came at the start of the season. Now they get a respite, 

and they can use it.

"I'm not one to make excuses about our team and the way we perform," Hawks coach Larry Drew said 

Sunday after his team's 111-105 victory against Minnesota. "But a part of me has felt, especially after 

that Milwaukee game [Wednesday], the season kind of caught up with us at that time with our schedule.

"That's no excuse. We have to come out and we have to play because other teams go through it, too."

The Hawks have just two games over the next seven days: at Indiana on Tuesday and Saturday against 

Dallas at Philips Arena. They played 11 games over the first 18 days of the season, including three sets 

of back-to-back games.

Injuries to forwards Marvin Williams (knee) and Mo Evans (knee) upset the rotation and forced Drew to 

play starters Josh Smith and Joe Johnson more than he'd planned. Williams and Evans are still 

working their way back into shape, and guard Mike Bibby has been playing with a sore Achilles' tendon.

Drew said he'd find time in the five days with no games to give the Hawks a day or two off and pull back 

on the physical work when they get together.

"No question," Hawks center Al Horford said. "We might be a little run down. It's early in the season but 

we got off to a fast start [with the schedule] so it will be a nice break."

Not just them

While the Hawks were scuffling along most of the top teams in the Eastern Conference weren't doing 

much better.

Even after losing four of their last five games, the Hawks (7-4) were third in the East behind Boston (8-2) 

and Orlando (6-3). They're a half game ahead of Chicago (5-3) and Miami (6-4)

"Look at Miami: They really haven't gotten it together yet either," Smith said. "It's not the time to panic." 
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Horford left Sunday's game after suffering a cut on the back of his head, but returned after getting 

stitches.

"It was OK," he said. "They told me nothing was going to happen again. You just kind of put that behind 

you and keep playing."
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