
 

Print this page Close 

Hawks notebook: Not enough defense

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

5:28 p.m. Saturday, November 13, 2010 

Hawks coach Larry Drew's message has become so familiar that his talk to the team after practice 

Saturday sounded like many others since training camp.

Drew told the Hawks they need to block out for rebounds. He urged them to get back on defense and find 

their man in transition. Drew reminded them there's nothing wrong with being "blue collar" and grinding 

out "ugly" victories with defensive effort.

Earlier, Drew had shown players video of their mistakes. He told them not to be sensitive to the critiques. 

Drew spent a significant portion of practice working on correcting the team's issues.

The routine was pretty much the same Thursday. Then at key moments Friday the Hawks didn't rebound, 

failed to defend on the break and couldn't grind in a 90-86 loss to Utah.

It was the Hawks' fourth loss in a row after a 6-0 start. In three of those defeats the team failed in the 

areas that Drew has emphasized. Considering that, does he think it will take time for the Hawks to 

embrace his message?

"I certainly hope not," he said. "I really hope that the more we show them, [then] the more that they see it. 

It's nothing out of the ordinary. A lot of teams are going through the same thing.

"It's just a matter of which team can make it more habit-forming. Right now it's not habit-forming for us. ... 

We have stretches where we do a good job with it, and we have stretches where we don't. It can't be a 

'sometime' thing."

That approach didn't work for the Hawks against their recent opponents.

The Hawks got away with slippage in those areas while beating lackluster opponents during the 

undefeated start. But Phoenix, Orlando and Utah were good enough to take advantage of every opening 

(the Hawks simply failed to compete against Milwaukee).

Sunday the Hawks play host to the Minnesota Timberwolves, who are 3-7 but a tough rebounding team.

"We need to play harder than what we are playing," Hawks center Al Horford said. "Obviously we are 

not getting it done."

Evans, Williams practice
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Hawks forwards Marvin Williams and Mo Evans were able to practice Saturday, the day after they 

returned to play following injury.

Williams played 30 minutes against Utah after missing four games with a bone bruise in his right knee.

"I'm hurting, fellas; I ain't going to lie," he said Saturday. "I fought through it yesterday. I felt like I was 

moving pretty well. I didn't feel as explosive as I usually am.

"I have just got to play through it. Everybody fights through it. It hurts, but I've got to live with and try to 

tough it out."

Evans played Friday for the first time since the season opener. He had surgery on his right knee in 

August to remove loose cartilage.

"Physically I feel good," Evans said. "There's no swelling. Now I just think it's a matter of Marvin and 

myself getting back comfortable with playing our normal minutes again."
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