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Hawks back up after some downs

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

5:51 p.m. Monday, November 29, 2010 

TORONTO -- Taking the philosophical view of the long NBA season, Hawks forward Marvin Williams 

noted that in any year for any team, there are inevitably going to be some ups and downs.

Yet he couldn't help but notice that the Hawks' doubters seemed to have missed the ups while shouting 

about the downs.

“I think sometimes other people panic more than we do," Williams said after the Hawks beat Toronto on 

Sunday for their third straight victory. "We just can’t get too highs on the highs and too low on the lows. 

We started off 6-0. Obviously we are going to hit some rough spots.

"The one thing about this team is we stay together.”

Actually, there was some question about that just last week when Boston, the defending Eastern 

Conference champion, embarrassed the Hawks at Philips Arena.

Critics assailed the Hawks for barely putting up a fight in the 99-76 defeat. Hawks players openly 

bickered with each other as the Celtics poured it on. Coach Larry Drew wondered if his players' 

sluggishness was related to what they did the night before games.

It was Atlanta's fifth loss in six games against opponents with winning records. Then the Hawks lost the 

next night at New Jersey for their seventh defeat in nine games since the 6-0 start. The team appeared 

to be on the verge of unraveling.

"Looking at it realistically, there are going to be some ups and downs in an 82-game schedule," Drew 

said. "What you try to avoid are the long, extended versions of the downs."

To address such a slide, the Hawks had a candid team meeting the day after the Nets loss. Drew, his 

assistant coaches and the players all got a chance to say what was on their minds.

The theme of the talk, according to some players, was that the Hawks weren't being mentally tough 

enough. They weren't giving spirited effort to start games and when defensive breakdowns occurred, the 

Hawks gave up instead of bearing down.

Most of all, the players said they wasted too much time fussing at each other.

"Just leave the complaining part out," Hawks guard Joe Johnson said.
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The next night the Hawks got the Washington Wizards down big early and kept them there. They started 

fast in the wins against New York and Toronto, too, and controlled the second half of both games to 

improve to 7-2 on the road.

Have the Hawks figured it out?

"I won't say we've changed directions," Drew said. "What I will say since our meeting after the New 

Jersey game, some things were said that opened some eyes. Clearly, clearly we had not brought this 

type of energy in some previous losses.

"These last three games we played with energy and played very controlled basketball."

Granted, chances are Washington, New York and Toronto won't make the postseason or be much of a 

factor if they manage to get there. Before any assessment can be made, the Hawks will have to prove 

they can maintain their new approach during a ominous December schedule that includes games at 

Miami, Orlando, San Antonio, Boston and Oklahoma City.

Still, one trait of good NBA teams is the ability to consistently dominate lesser opponents by wide 

margins. Before the victories against Washington and Toronto, the Hawks had managed to do so just 

once, that coming at Memphis in the season opener.

Johnson, who had taken a skeptical view of the team's 6-0 start because of the quality of its opponents, 

is once again waiting to see of the Hawks can keep it up.

"It can happen for one game, but what about the next game?" he said. "We will see how everybody 

responds through the season."
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