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Hawks ready for more tough tests

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

6:36 p.m. Friday, November 19, 2010 

They've figured out the part about winning when the talent gap suggests they should, whether the games 

are at Philips Arena or on the road.

Now the Hawks will get another chance to see if they've figured out how to win when the competition is 

tougher.

"It's time to start winning against some of these other teams," Hawks coach Larry Drew said.

By that Drew means those teams that already have proved their mettle in the playoffs and are expected 

to be there again in the spring. The Hawks will face two over the next three days when Dallas visits 

Saturday and the Celtics on Monday.

Last week the Hawks played four heralded opponents in succession and lost to them all. The defeats to 

Phoenix, Orlando, Milwaukee and Utah took the sheen off the Hawks' 6-0 start against lesser 

competition.

Even the weakest NBA opponents can't be taken for granted, but there's a reason that Hawks guard Joe 

Johnson kept saying he wasn't impressed with the team's undefeated start. Beating Dallas and Boston 

would be something different.

"We've got a challenge ahead of us," Johnson said. "I expect for everybody to respond well, including 

myself leading the pack."

Some circumstances will be in the Hawks' favor for this round of games against better opponents, 

including its health.

Starting small forward Marvin Williams and reserve Mo Evans didn't play against Phoenix, Orlando and 

Milwaukee. They returned to play against Utah, but still were limited by sore knees.

After a busy schedule to open the season that included few extended stays in Atlanta, the Hawks have 

been in town for all but two nights since Nov. 9. They last played Tuesday at Indiana.

The lighter schedule, which included a day off from practice Wednesday, allowed Williams and Evans 

each to sit out a practice to get treatment. All of the Hawks were able to regenerate.
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"I see it a little, especially with their whole attitudes," Drew said. "Practices are a little livelier. ... I know 

the team was a little battered up physically and especially mentally."

While the Hawks have been idle, the Mavericks will play their third game in three nights. They played 

Chicago on Friday night in Dallas after losing at New Orleans on Wednesday.

"Hopefully they will have tired legs, but the thing about it is guys are in such good shape, it doesn't matter 

as much as you think," Evans said. "The biggest thing we can do is share the ball and make them 

defend."

Despite the challenges presented by the injuries and the busy schedule, the Hawks led in the fourth 

quarter of all but one of their three defeats. A handful of plays late cost them in the losses to Phoenix, 

Orlando, and Utah.

The Mavericks are the same kind of veteran, disciplined group as those teams, so the Hawks could have 

their ability to close out victories tested again. The Hawks have consistently done so against teams no 

one considers to be contenders, but can they do it against opponents like the Mavericks and Celtics?

Hawks center Al Horford said he doesn't put much stock in the distinction this early in the season.

"Wins are wins," he said. "If you overlook teams that are not so great, they can beat you. Now we play a 

team in Dallas that is a contender in the [Western Conference]. It will be a test for us, but I think we are 

ready for the challenge."
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