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Hawks look to ‘make a statement' at Orlando

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:48 p.m. Sunday, November 7, 2010 

While starting the season with six victories in seven games the Hawks have shown they can score in 

bunches, win on the road and keep their cool when games get tense.

But now they have to do all of those things against Southeast Division nemesis Orlando on Monday, and 

that's been a problem for the Hawks.

"It's time for us to to go (in) there and make a statement," Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. "I look forward 

to everybody being ready."

The Hawks said much the same when they played Orlando in the preseason, but it didn't prevent the 

Magic from recording another blowout victory. The Magic have won eight of the last nine meetings in the 

regular season and playoffs by an average victory margin of 23 points.

Most recently, Orlando swept Atlanta in the 2010 Eastern Conference semifinals by an NBA record total 

victory margin of 101 points.

"We've got to go down there and be men on a mission," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. "We are playing a 

team that has pretty much had its way with us the last few games. As I told the guys, it's time for us to go 

stand up and be counted. We have got to go down there and see what we are made of."

Like Atlanta, the Magic returned the same core of players this season. They are 4-1 and, with center 

Dwight Howard leading the way, are again one of the league's top defensive teams.

Forward Josh Smith said the Hawks have lacked toughness in past meetings with Orlando and now have 

to be bold.

"Play fearless and aggressive," Smith said. "We have just got to go out there carefree and take it to them. 

Their defense seems to bother us a little bit. We just let certain things get to us, and we can't let that 

happen."

Childress ‘happy' with Suns

After a two-year saga that saw him sign with Greek team Olympiakos instead of Atlanta in the summer of 

2008, Josh Childress ended up traded from the Hawks to the Suns before this season.
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“I’m definitely happy with the result,” he said before the Hawks faced Phoenix Sunday at Philips Arena.. “I 

had a great time in Atlanta. For those two years they did well, and I did well. It worked out for both 

parties.”

Hawks fans apparently still have some hard feelings about Childress' departure. They booed him when 

he checked into the game in the first half and also the first few times he touched the ball.

Page 2 of 2Hawks look to ‘make a statement' at Orlando  | ajc.com

11/9/2010http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-look-to-make-730408.html?printArticle=y


