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Hawks improve to 4-0 with victory at Cavaliers

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:53 p.m. Tuesday, November 2, 2010 

CLEVELAND -- For a team that insists it doesn't want to win games by outscoring opponents, the Hawks 

have been pretty good at it.

The Hawks defeated the Cavaliers 100-88 on Tuesday night to improve to 4-0 on the season mostly 

because they were tough to defend. The Hawks staggered the Cavaliers by scoring 40 points in the first 

quarter and then earned their third road victory by turning back Cleveland's rally in the second half.

The Hawks regained their poise and put away the Cavs in the final four minutes. The Hawks remained 

the only unbeaten team in the Eastern Conference and have won three consecutive road games for the 

first time since the 2008-09 season.

It also was the third consecutive game in which the Hawks saw most or all of a big lead disappear before 

they regained their footing.

"We are starting to grow as a team," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. "Teams are going to make runs. We 

held our composure. It's a sign we are growing up. A year or two ago we would have caved in."

The Hawks led by as many as 17 points in the second quarter. The Cavaliers came back when they cut 

down on their turnovers, and the Hawks' offense bogged down with too much one-on-one play.

Down 59-47 at halftime, the Cavaliers opened the third quarter with a 6-0 run and were down 74-73 

entering the fourth. Cleveland took its first lead since 8-6 when Daniel Gibson scored at the start of the 

final period.

The Hawks responded with an 8-0 run that included two baskets by Joe Johnson and Jamal Crawford's 3

-pointer. After Mo Williams made two free throws to trim the Hawks' lead to 93-87 with 3:31 to play, 

Hawks center Al Horford was left open at the top of the key and made a 20-foot jump shot.

That got the Hawks' offense going again. Marvin Williams and Mike Bibby scored consecutive baskets to 

finally finish off Cleveland (1-3).

"You build a lead, you always want to keep it, especially on the road," Williams said. "I bet we are kind of 

stressing Coach Drew out right now. But sometimes you have to make it interesting, I guess. We were 

able to pull it out and hopefully learn from it."
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Williams was a major reason the Hawks had the big lead in the first place. After he didn't score and took 

only three shots Saturday against Washington, Drew told him he would try to involve him more in the 

offense.

Williams responded by scoring eight of the Hawks' first 16 points. He finished with a team-high 22 points 

while making eight of 12 shots.

"Last game I wasn't aggressive at all, and it hurts my team when I'm not aggressive," Williams said. "I 

really wanted to come out and establish myself early."

His teammates followed his lead. The Hawks passed the ball crisply for plenty of open shots in the first 

quarter, and they seldom missed.

The Hawks made 15 of 21 shots in the period, with 11 of those baskets assisted. They couldn't keep up 

the hot shooting, but still finished with 26 assists on 37 field goals and reached 100 points for the third 

time.

At least four Hawks players had scored in double figures in every game. Drew has installed more motion 

sets in his first season as head coach, and the Hawks have quickly taken to the new approach.

Horford, who signed a five-year, $60 million contract extension Monday, recorded his third consecutive 

double-double, with 16 points and 12 rebounds. Crawford scored 16 points, and Josh Smith had 11 

rebounds and five blocked shots for Atlanta.

Cleveland forward J.J. Hickson of Wheeler High scored a career-high 31 points.

"Hickson made some tough shots," Drew said. "He shot it better than I anticipated, so give him credit for 

that."
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