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Hawks beat Wizards in home opener

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:43 p.m. Saturday, October 30, 2010 

As the Hawks look to forge a balanced offense under coach Larry Drew, All-Star guard Joe Johnson 

provided a reminder he can still lift them to victory.

Johnson scored 14 points in the fourth quarter to blunt Washington's late rally and the Hawks closed 

strong to win 99-95 in their home opener at Philips Arena.

"He's our guy," Drew said of Johnson. "We rely on him. We put the ball in his hands at the end of 

games."

The Hawks improved to 3-0 on the season by beating Washington for the 10th straight time. Their 

offense didn't run as smoothly as it did during victories at Memphis and Philadelphia, but the Hawks got 

key stops and baskets late to earn the victory.

Johnson shook off his 5 for 15 shooting through three quarters to outplay Wizards rookie John Wall in the 

fourth quarter. Johnson was 5 for 8 in the final period, including two key baskets after Washington rallied 

to within 86-84 in the final five minutes.

"He was kind of tired the whole game," Hawks forward Josh Smith said. "He pushed through it."

The Hawks looked like they might pull away for good when they took an 83-74 lead. But poor ball 

movement, shot selection and transition defense let the Wizards back in it.

Andray Blatche and Al Thornton both scored on breakaways to pull Washington within 83-80. After 

Atlanta's Al Horford made a free throw, Blatche scored on consecutive possessions to tie it.

Johnson answered with a long jump shot and a 3-pointer to make it 89-84 and energize fans. Atlanta's 

Mike Bibby scored on a fast break and Horford made a jump shot and dunked an alley-oop pass from 

Josh Smith to give Atlanta a 95-87 lead with less than two minutes to play.

It was the second night in a row Atlanta had to earn a victory in the final minutes. The Hawks won 104-

101 at Philadelphia on Friday.

"There are going to be days like this when you are on a back-to-back and you are a little tired," Drew 

said. "You've got to find a way to gut it out, and we did that."
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The Hawks managed a 44-40 halftime lead despite a slow start. Atlanta scored just 18 points in the first 

quarter as the young and energetic Wizards led by as many as 11 points in the period.

"I thought we were sluggish," Drew said. "I didn't see that zip."

Third-string center Jason Collins and sixth man Jamal Crawford provided the energy the Hawks needed. 

Collins created opportunities with his defense and Crawford went to work scoring off the dribble.

They helped the Hawks outscore Washington 26-13 in the second quarter for a 44-40 halftime lead. 

Atlanta's bench players combined to score 18 points in the period.

"That's our job," Crawford said. "We have to come out and provide energy for our starters when they are 

tired."

The Hawks led 64-56 with less than four minutes left in the third quarter when Wall, the No. 1 overall 

draft pick, took over.

He scored 11 consecutive points for Washington to end the period. The 11-4 run tied it at 70-70.

"End-to-end, he's probably one of the fastest guys in the league," Johnson said. "It puts a lot of pressure 

on the defense."

Wall scored a game-high 28 points and Al Thornton had 24 for the Wizards, who dropped to 0-2. 

Johnson scored 25 points, Horford had his second consecutive double-double with 21 points and 10 

rebounds, and Smith had 12 points and 10 rebounds.

The Hawks next play Tuesday at Cleveland.
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