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Johnson spurs Hawks to win over Hornets

By Kelly Hodge 
Press Managing Sports Editor 
khodge@johnsoncitypress.com

Joe Johnson is a four-time NBA all-star, but he doesn’t mind getting off the beaten 
path to play a little basketball. 

The silky smooth guard tossed in a game-high 22 points Saturday night at the 

ETSU/MSHA Athletic Center to lead the Atlanta Hawks to an 84-74 preseason victory 
over the New Orleans Hornets. 

Getting dressed in the East Tennessee State women’s lockerroom afterward, Johnson 

said the visit was productive and refreshing. 

“It kind of reminds me of college or high school,” said Johnson, a ninth-year pro out of 
Arkansas. “It was great to get out of the big city, hang out and have a little peace and 

quiet.” 

Johnson played 32 minutes and got better as time went along. He hit 8 of his 14 shots 
as the Hawks won for the first time in four preseason games. 

It was also the first win for new head coach Larry Drew. 

“It feels good to get on the winning side,” said Johnson. “And it’s good to get coach a 
win, whether it’s in the preseason or not.” 

A crowd of 5,933 watched as the NBA brought its act to town for the first time in 16 
years, courtesy of Hornets owner George Shinn. His organization played host and 
brought a variety of entertainment for the fans. 

After a subdued start, the teams finally heated up and put together a fairly competitive 
game. 

The Hawks didn’t take their first lead until a lay-in by Marvin Williams with 1:07 left in 
the first half. That was part of a 13-0 run to end the half, and Williams had 10 of those 

points. The Hawks led 43-37. 

Williams finished with 15 after sitting out the last two games with the flu and showed 
flashes of the promise he brought into the league from North Carolina. 

“He gave us a big spark,” said Johnson. “He’s a big-time player and we need him to do 
that.” 

The Hornets fell to 1-4 and were a patchwork outfit at the end. A night after losing at 
Indiana and flying back to East Tennessee, they finished the game with five reserves 
on the floor. 

Chris Paul, their all-star point guard, played the first quarter and never returned. He 
left with three points and four assists. David West, nursing a sprained wrist, never took 
off his warmups. 

The Atlanta starters, by contrast, each played at least 25 minutes. 

It was still a one-point game after a dunk by Pops Mensah-Bonsu made it 69-68 with 
6:32 to play. But the Hawks responded with a seven-point run to essentially put the 
game away. 

Mike Bibby and Johnson sealed the deal with back-to-back 3-pointers in the final 2 1/2 
minutes. 

“I thought we had a lot to be encouraged about,” said Monty Williams, also in his first 

season as head coach of the Hornets. “Guys were playing the defense we want. We 
held that team to 84 points, but Joe Johnson is Joe Johnson and you’re not going to 
hold him down forever. 

“The type team we are, we’re going to have to have intensity from start to finish.” 

Marco Belinelli led the Hornets with 13 points. Willie Green and Quincy Pondexter 
scored 10 apiece. 

New Orleans held a 46-36 rebounding edge, with Mensah-Bonsu collecting nine. Al 
Horford also had nine boards for Atlanta. 
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Neither team shot the ball well, with the Hawks making 40 percent of their shots and 
the Hornets 38 percent. Johnson said the spacious Dome may have played a role in 

that. 

“The background is so far back, it was kind of awkward,” he said.
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