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The New Josh Smith: When Atlanta Hawks forward Josh Smith first came into the league 
he was the kind of player that needed guidance, and lots of it. He wasn't prepared to be a 
professional at 18 years of age; he bypassed college mainly because he was ruled ineligible 
for his freshman year by the NCAA for participating in too many All-Star games as a high 
school senior.  
 
During his first few years in the league his immaturity was a bigger knock on him than his 
lack of a jump shot. Now Smith is a changed man, with six years of experience under his 
belt. He's grown as much off the court as he has on it. Instead of concerning himself with 
individual production or the next highlight-reel dunk like he used to, he's focusing on making 
his teammates better and being the best captain he can be. 
 
"I definitely (relish my new role),"Smith told HOOPSWORLD regarding his status as team 
captain. "It's a long time coming. I don't want to let Coach Drew down. I came in here with a 
different approach and every morning I wake up thinking what can I do to better myself as a 
teammate." 
 
The days of Smith giving half effort on plays or barking at his coach are gone. That was the 
old Smith, who had trouble adjusting to not being at the top of the mountain like he had 
been for most of his playing days. In high school he played at the prestigious Oak Hill 
Academy, where winning is a tradition and losses are few and far between. He also played 
on one of the best AAU teams ever assembled, the Atlanta Celtics, that featured fellow future 
pros in Dwight Howard, Javaris Crittenton and Randolph Morris. Playing for a rebuilding 
Hawks team to start his career brought out the worst in him because he simply only used to 
winning. 
 
"I was young and emotional," acknowledged Smith. "I wasn't used to losing. I came off a 
successful season in high school winning a national title. Coming in winning 13 games, I 
couldn't cope with it. I'm a real competitor and I just wanted to win. That's all I want to do." 
 
Over the past few years the Hawks have successfully changed their culture and become a 
regular in the Eastern Conference playoffs. Smith's development into one of the league's 
most-imposing defensive threats and a versatile player offensively who regularly creates 
mismatches has played a big part in their turnaround. However, after getting swept in the 
second round two years in a row the franchise decided to bring in a new head coach. Smith, 
along with the rest of his teammates, had some initial fears over a new voice taking over but 
instead it was one that they were quite familiar with.  
 
"There's a comfort level (with Coach Drew)," explained Smith. "You look at Coach Woodson. 
He was a good coach who improved each season he was here. Management decided not to 
bring him back but he was a good coach for us. We didn't know what was to come, but they 
were able to get Coach Drew in here and that was something everyone was comfortable 
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with. We didn't know what to expect from a new coach. We definitely have a basis on how 
he wants us to play and the idea he wants us to have. That's a positive for the direction 
we're trying to go. 
 
With the offense he's put in it definitely doesn't give a defensive team an opportunity to zero 
in on one person. It's going to be way different from what people are used to seeing." 
 
With a head coach who believes in him Smith is concentrating on winning when it matters 
most. Regular season wins are expected in Atlanta and are no longer noteworthy now that 
the franchise has made three-consecutive trips to the postseason. The next step for them is 
becoming championship contenders, which isn't something that they're currently recognized 
as.  
 
"We're not really talking about it but it's definitely in the back of our heads," said Smith of 
being left out of the contenders conversation. "We haven't accomplished the things that the 
top three teams have. We have to do more than we've been doing. Winning in the regular 
season is awesome, but a team is mainly measured in the postseason and what you do 
there." 
 
The Hawks made a major financial investment in Smith and Coach Drew obviously has a lot 
of faith in him as well. It's a tribute to how far he's come from when he first came into the 
league. True superstars are never content and it's clear that Smith is far from it. He's 
answering the call and setting the example needed for this franchise to move forward. The 
Hawks may not be looked at as contenders now, but it's only October. They have six months 
to improve, with a motivated, hungry and mature Smith leading the way.  
 
In Related: The Atlanta Hawks were eliminated in embarrassing fashion by the Orlando 
Magic last postseason and face them for the first time since tonight. The Magic have been 
steamrolling teams this preseason much like they did the Hawks, and deserve some credit for 
it as Steve Kyler pointed out this morning. However, it's important to note that it is just 
preseason and the Magic have had an advantage on most teams that they've blown out. 
Magic head coach Stan Van Gundy explains:  
 
"There are two games that have really gotten out of hand. The Hornets, they didn't have 
David West to begin with. They were playing on the second night of a back-to-back. Chicago 
didn't have Carlos Boozer and only played Derrick Rose 12 minutes. They were also playing a 
back-to-back. There were some extenuating circumstances both ways. What's happened in a 
lot of those games for us especially late is everyone is emptying their bench, but we don't 
have 18-20 guys like everyone else. 
 
We've got 13 guys who we have available to play and other than Stanley Robinson, who is a 
rookie the rest are NBA veterans who have all proven they can play in this league. When 
everyone else is emptying there bench they're sending out guys that they're going to cut 
pretty soon. We're throwing out guys that are good NBA players. Those kind of advantages 
go away when the regular season starts. The wide discrepancy of the scoring margin isn't 
indicative of a whole lot other than the fact that our 10th , 11th and 12th guys are a lot 
better than everyone else's 16th, 17th and 18th guys." 
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Wall Continues To Impress: Steve Kyler, Bill Ingram and myself had the luxury of 
covering the Chicago pre-draft combine this summer, which is one of the most informative 
events for an upcoming draft class. At the combine players are given thorough tests that 
gauge where they are athletically, physically and maturity wise. No single player impressed 
us more than John Wall, the eventual top overall pick.  
 
Wall carried himself in a manner that was incredibly 
impressive for someone of his stature and age. He was 
as down to earth as can be, spent more time than was 
required talking to the media and proved to be a truly 
genuine person who is ideal to build a franchise around. 
Unlike Josh Smith, who needed some time to grow into 
a professional, Wall was clearly ready for what was 
about to be asked of him by the Washington Wizards. 
Wall further showcased recently why the Wizards' fans 
should be so excited about his acquisition when asked 
about the Rookie of the Year award.  
 
"To be honest, I'll take playoffs first and then Rookie of 
the Year second," said Wall to Michael Lee of The 
Washington Post. "That's the type of person I am. 
Rookie of the Year would be great, as an individual 
goal, but like I told you, if I can be better individually 
and worry about individual goals for this team, it's not 
going to help the organization get back to where it wants to be – and that's hopefully a 
playoff contender and before I end my career, a championship contender. The main thing is 
focusing on the team and worrying about myself second." 
 
Wall is taking the opposite approach as his former teammate at Kentucky and current 
Sacramento Kings center DeMarcus Cousins. Cousins has turned his successful preseason 
into an early campaign for the Rookie of the Year award.  
 
"I already knew DeMarcus was going to put up those kind of numbers," said Wall. "He's a 
talented rookie, just like the other guys who came in. He's getting the ball in the post and 
he's a load in the paint to get rebounds. I wish the best of luck to all the players that came 
from Kentucky. 
 
"That's what you need, though. He shouldn't have to say 'John is going to win Rookie of the 
Year; Blake Girffin is going to be rookie of the year.' You have to be confident in yourself and 
I'm not mad at him or knocking him or nothing like that. That's how he's got to be. This is a 
different team for him. He's the big man on their team to hopefully help them win a lot of 
games. He should want to win the award this year. Every rookie that comes into the league 
should want to. I'm proud of him. If he or anybody else wins it, I'm going to be happy for 
them no matter what." 
 
That's Wall for you folks, and that's why he's going to be the key behind the resurrection of 
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the Wizards franchise. He doesn't concern himself with individual accolades because he 
knows it's his responsibility to make the entire team better, not just be successful himself.  
 

Johnson Sells Stake in Lakers: Magic Johnson, one of the all-time great Los Angeles 
Lakers who also became part-owner 10 years ago, has sold his stake in the team to a long-
time fan and respected business owner Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong. This doesn't come as a 
result of a falling out with majority owner Jerry Buss, it's purely a business decision on the 
part of Johnson.  
 
"After heavy deliberation and a weighing heart, I have decided to sell my share of the Lakers 
to Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong. Dr. Soon-Shiong is a super Lakers fan, an outstanding 
businessman, a dedicated philanthropist and one of the most active community leaders in 
Los Angeles," said Johnson. "I am truly humbled to have been a Lakers player for 13 years 
and an owner for over 10 years. I thank Dr. Buss from the deepest part of my heart and soul 
for allowing me such an incredible opportunity.  
 
I will continue to work alongside Dr. Buss, Jeanie Buss and Mitch Kupchak in their efforts to 
continually build and maintain the best NBA franchise in the league. This was a bittersweet 
business decision made on behalf of my family and myself, and I want to assure all the 
wonderful and loyal Lakers fans that my decision will in no way affect my dedication and 
support for the Los Angeles Lakers. I am and will always be a Laker for life." 
 
Johnson has long been rumored to have interest in owning his own NBA team, something 
that would require him giving up his share of the Lakers. This was something that was 
inevitable with Jerry's kids set to inherit the team once he steps aside. Don't expect for Magic 
to be out of the business for long. He'll likely take on a bigger ownership role with another 
team sometime in the near future.  
 
Twitter: The 2010-2011 season is here and HOOPSWORLD is going to have a much larger 
presence on twitter. If you aren't following all of our experts you're missing out on some of 
the most-up-to-date information in both the NBA and NCAA along with breaking news and 
great insight. HOOPSWORLD's twitter team consists of Yannis Koutroupis, Steve Kyler, Bill 
Ingram, Alex Kennedy, Eric Pincus, Lang Greene, Jason Fleming, Tommy Beer, Luke Byrnes 
and Joel Brigham. 
 
NBA Chats: Chat wraps from earlier today are available from Bill Ingram and Coach Macri. 
Jason Fleming will be hosting his weekly chat shortly, you can get your questions into him 
here. Tomorrow's chat schedule features Luke Byrnes. As always you can also checkout our 
entire upcoming chat schedule.  
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radio shows all over the country. Yannis’ favorite team is the Los Angeles Lakers, you can contact him at 
ykoutroupis@hoopsworld.com. 
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