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Thompson And The Suns? 
 

There's no question that losing Amar'e Stoudemire was a devastating blow to the Phoenix 
Suns. Not that it was a surprise after the team was close to trading him numerous times 
over the last couple of seasons, but that doesn't change the fact that a team which
in the Western Conference Finals allowed one of the primary players who got them there to 
get away. Of course, the arrival of Hedo Turkoglu, Hakim Warrick and Josh Childress was
supposed to help ease the sting of Amare's departure, but so far the Suns look closer to 
being a lottery team than they do a candidate to return to the West's final round.
 
Suns coach Alvin Gentry runs a system that allows players to run more freely, and 
sometimes allows players who might not be as good in another system to look very good in 
Phoenix. A great deal of that has to do with the presence of Steve Nash, around
system was built. Few point guards in the NBA have the knack for finding a balance 
between scoring and passing that Nash does, and his court vision is as good as anyone's in
the league, even at this late stage of his career. It's Nash who is expected to help Turkoglu 
and Warrick, in particular, provide the firepower that the team lost in Stoudemire.
 
So far, the results are mixed. Warrick looks good, and has lead the Suns in scoring for the 
preseason with 10.8 points per game in just 18 minutes of action per contest. He's also 
shooting 58% from the field, showing the kind of improvement one might expect from a 
player joining Nash in the Suns' run-and-gun offense. Of course, his 2.8 rebounds are well 
short of Stoudemire's normal production of eight or nine rebounds per game, but 
considering Warrick was brought in as a money-saving alternative, you can't expect him
do it alone. 
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Turkoglu has been quite a disappointment early on, especially considering he is really
piece who is supposed to ease the sting of Stoudemire's departure. He played his best 
basketball as a member of the Orlando Magic, where he handled a large share of the
handling duties and lit up the scoreboard with his dead-eye three-point shooting night in 
and night out. He didn't fit in with the Raptors at all, but given the Suns' style of play he 
certainly has the potential to be an enormous factor for Phoenix. So far, however, that 
hasn't been the case. Also averaging right around 18 minutes per game, Turkoglu is 
managing just 5.2 points per game in preseason while shooting 33% from the field and 
28% from three.  
 
Reality should be quickly setting in for the 1-5 Suns . . .you can't hope to replace a 
perennial All-Star power forward with cheaper, less effective pieces, and still expect to be 
competitive. 
 
It no secret the Suns are looking for inexpensive answers to any and all problems, and it 
just so happens that there is a fairly inexpensive answer to the power forward hole. The 
Sacramento Kings have accumulated a nice collection of front court talent, so much that 
one particular piece appears to be the odd man out. Thought to be a foundational piece for 
the Kings, Jason Thompson is quickly losing his starting spot to Carl Landry, whom the 
team acquired at last year's trade deadline, and should the Kings decide to move Thompson 
the Suns should be first on their list of possible trade partners.  
 
Unlike Warrick, Thompson is a player with a great deal of upside, one who would benefit 
greatly from playing alongside Steve Nash in an offense that stresses moving the ball more 
and creating more touches for everyone. Thompson might even be among the top 
candidates for Most Improved Player in the Suns' system. The Suns would absolutely
better, and Warrick is better suited to a secondary role behind a player like Thompson. If 
the Suns are serious about getting back to the Western Conference Finals they're going to
need to work on their lineup a little bit more, and Thompson is the kind of player who could 
potentially help Suns fans forget what they lost in Amar'e Stoudemire. 
 
Familiarity Key For Drew

When the Atlanta Hawks opted to let former head coach Mike Woodson walk, long
Woodson assistant Larry Drew seemed like anything but an obvious choice to replace him. 
After all, you don't generally get better results by bringing in more of the same. Drew is
confident, however, that he can help the Hawks soar to new heights, with familiarity being 
the key to his transition to the team's head coach. 

"I think the big thing in moving from being as assistant to being the head coach is how the 
players view you," Drew tells HOOPSWORLD. "I've always been able to earn a high level of
respect from my players everywhere I've gone, and I'm not trying to toot my own horn by 
any means. I think it's important that they do believe in you as a coach, and feel
capable of making the right decisions. Thus far, where I am with this team, I can see the 
level of respect has not changed. For us, right now, it's just about getting our
bodies back so we can get into some type of a rhythm, starting playing together, and start 
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experimenting with some things in these few preseason games we have left. I don't
approach my job any differently. I told my players, I still expect them to be tuned in to 
everything that's going on, and if they have any questions they can always come into my 
office and sit down and talk about. Other than that, I don't see any big changes or major 
adjustments having to be made." 
 
Normally there is an adjustment period when a team hires a new head coach. Different 
personalities take a while to mesh, no matter how great a coach might be or how
great players a team might have. Already this preseason we're seeing growing pains in 
Chicago and with the Los Angeles Clippers, where Tom Thibodeau and Vinny Del Negro,
respectively, are trying to implement entirely new systems on their new teams. Drew 
believes his history with the Hawks will help him avoid a lengthy transition period.
 
"If a new guys comes in here and players don't know him, it would be touch and go for a 
while," Drew explains. "I've been here now, going into year seven, and the relationships are 
already there. I know their strengths, I know their weaknesses, I know which buttons to 
push. In that regard I think I have an advantage over anybody else that would have come 
in here. Thus far with what we're starting to do with the team, the changes,
things offensively, some of the changes on the defensive end, they were already in tune 
with some of the changes that are going to take place, so it's made it an easy
 
Last season the Hawks struggled in the fourth quarter more often than not, largely because 
in the fourth quarter the team because extremely predictable. Drew is hoping to change 
that immediately. 
 
"I don't want to be a predictable team - fourth quarter, third quarter, second
quarter. I told the guys, when you become a predictable team you become a lot easier to 
play, and I certainly want to take out some of their predictability. I think throughout the 
course of a game that can also have an effect on you, and I don't want to be a predictable 
team. I want to be a team that has the ability to make changes when changes need to take 
place. If all of my starters are on the bench and my second unit it doing a good job, I have 
the confidence in them to finish a game if they're rolling real well. I definitely don't want to 
be a team that does it the same way every time." 
 
The Hawks are off to a rough start in preseason, managing just one win in four tries, and
things don't get any easier with the undefeated Orlando Magic rolling into town tonight. 
Drew is hoping is team's top rival will inspire his players to step up. 
 
"I saw a different look in their eyes this morning, and I hope it will carry over
game, regardless of this being a preseason game. I told my players, you have to prepare 
for battle every single night, and one thing that we have to do as a group is 
establish an identity, especially on the defensive end. We have enough weapons 
offensively, but defensively we have to have more of an identity if we want to be 
mentioned in the same breath as some of the other top teams. To me, that's
starts." 
 
Drew still has plenty of work to do in Atlanta, where the Hawks made no major roster
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improvements after being dismissed from the playoffs in embarrassing fashion in the 
second round last season. Still, the team is hopeful that his familiarity with the players will
be help him push them to new heights in 2010-11. He certainly has his work cut out for him 
in helping the Hawks stay among the Eastern Conference's elite given the improvements 
made across the conference this summer.  
 

Westbrook's Time To Rise 

The Oklahoma City Thunder won't be surprising 
anyone this year. After the way they pushed the 
eventual-champion Los Angeles Lakers to six games in 
the first round of last year's playoffs they will be a 
team that inspires a great deal more preparation from 
their opponents in 2010-11. The Thunder may not 
have made any splashy moves over the offseason, but 
they do expect to be an even better team this season, 
due largely to internal growth from such players as 
Serge Ibaka, Jeff Green and, of course floor leader 
Russell Westbrook. This year head coach Scott Brooks 
would like his floor leader to do a better job of taking 
charge of the team. 
 
"I tell him that's the job of a point guard," Brooks tells 
Darnell Mayberry of The Oklahoman. "You've got to be demanding out there. You got to 
make sure they're in the right position because I don't yell at them as much as I
That's just the way it is. He's my coach on the floor. And he has to be able to vocalize every 
time down court where we need to be. And if they're not in position it's on him. ... I think 
each year (Westbrook's leadership) has improved. It probably still needs to take another 
step. And we're looking for that this year. It's hard to lead as a first- or second
You just have to gain that respect. But he's gained the respect of his teammates and
coaches." 
 
Thunder star Kevin Durant has no doubt that his friend and teammate can grow into the 
floor leader the team needs. 
 
"You're going to need a point guard that's going to yell at you a little bit and tell you where 
to go and demand a little bit from you," says Durant. "He's great at letting everybody know 
where we need to be and what we need to do to get better. He's growing every day, and 
it's a joy to watch." 
 
It's a tough position for a young player to be in, and no one understands that like Brooks, 
whose own experience as an NBA point guard taught him that being a floor 
a work in progress. 
 
"It's the toughest position," says Brooks. "And you never master it. "Four players want the 
ball, and they think they're open every time down the court. The coach wants the ball in a 
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certain player's hands at a certain time. And Russell's a dynamic player that 
has to balance attacking and passing. But he's done a good job. He understands the 
personality of our team and he gets us going." 
 
The Thunder have done well improving from within, so well that other teams around the
league are beginning to emulate their methods. There's little doubt that Westbrook is up for 
the next challenge, nor is there any doubt that as he embraces that challenge the Thunder
will continue their rise among the ranks of the NBA's best teams.  
 
Twitter Time!

HOOPSWORLD has a new Twitter module in which we will be releasing more breaking news 
and insider-type information via Twitter. Make sure you are following all of our guys to 
insure you are getting the very latest from our team: @stevekylerNBA, @AlexKennedyNBA
@jfleminghoops, @TheRocketGuy, @EricPincus, @joelbrigham, @TommyBeer
@YannisHW. 

NBA Chats: 

There will be three NBA chats today, starting Yours Truly at 11am EST. HOOPSWORLD's 
Development coach Anthony Macri will host his weekly NBA chat at 2pm EST
works with NBA players year round and will answer your questions about all things NBA. 
HOOPSWORLD editor Jason Fleming will drop his NBA chat tonight at 8pm EST
always find the next chat here: Upcoming NBA Chats. 
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Sam Goodbar 11:45 am

I love reading work on any rising team but when you said OKC THUNDER took them to 7 games I 
immediately stopped reading. They took them to 6, a strong 6 games especially when you
consider how young they are and how inexperienced they were in the post season. Going up 
against the Lakers in the 1st round and that being your first POST SEASON series for most of the 
key players on that team is like waking up to a bucket full of ice cold water in the morning.

 

Brandon Musselman 11:37 am

There is no way the Kings trade Thompson. If they wanted to do that he would have been gone 
by now, they got rid of who they NEEDED to, Hawes and Nocioni. Thompson looks to start from 
this perspective with Landry coming off the bench. And If Dalembert is going to miss 4-6 weeks, 
then we need all the big men we can get. And with no Whiteside.....same thing. Demarcus may
start at center, but it is more likely Thompson starts there to start the season, with Landry starting 
at PF, and Cousins coming off the bench, for either or.
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