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104, in season opener

By Ronald Tillery 

Originally published 09:46 p.m., October 27, 2010  

Updated 11:05 p.m., October 27, 2010 

Grizzlies coach Lionel Hollins found himself locked out of his office Wednesday 

morning upon arriving to work.

That proved to be a bad omen.

By nightfall, Hollins had difficulty helping the Griz unlock the code to a successful 

opening night. The Grizzlies began the 2010-11 NBA regular season –- their 10th 

campaign in Memphis — like they have every year.

They lacked sharpness overall and were shaken up by a lower back injury to power 

forward Zach Randolph before losing, 119-104, to the Atlanta Hawks in FedExForum 

before 17,519.

“This loss doesn’t determine whether we have a good season or bad season,” Hollins 

said. “It was just the opening game.”

The Griz lost their 10th straight season opener, and this one ached from the very 

beginning.

Starting center Marc Gasol (left ankle sprain) sat on the bench in a suit and watched 

Randolph writhe in pain after crashing to the court on his back in the first period.

Randolph left the game with a bruised tailbone — the result of Atlanta’s Al Horford 

inadvertently sweeping Randolph’s legs from under him. Randolph tried to return in the 

first half. But the Grizzlies’ all-star forward moved gingerly and had no lift before retiring 

at halftime.

Randolph said he has a large knot on his tailbone and would be evaluated today.

“I’m in a lot of pain right now,” he said.

His exit took a lot of steam out of the Grizzlies offense, which relies heavily on post 

play.

Darrell Arthur started in place in Gasol and did his best to compensate by scoring on 

hooks and mid-range jump shots. Arthur scored 15 of his 19 points in the first half. And 
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Mike Conley tossed in 16 of his team-high 23 points before halftime to keep the Griz 

competitive early.

But the Griz struggled to keep pace with the stronger, more athletic Hawks. Memphis’ 

defense couldn’t cover the many mismatches Atlanta created with its length and 

perimeter shooting.

“It’s always tough playing from behind,” Conley said. “They’re a good team. They’ve 

very strong and very quick. And losing Zach was a big blow. Zach’s our all star. It’s 

tough to see him go down as well as Marc being out. I just wanted to be aggressive. I 

felt like I had an advantage at my position so I just wanted to make plays. It just wasn’t 

enough.”

The Griz fell behind by 14 points in the first half but trimmed the deficit to 79-75 after 

Conley’s reverse layup with 3:25 left in the third. Then, a few Griz turnovers combined 

with poor shots allowed the Hawks to score 12 unanswered points to end the period.

Memphis trailed 91-75 when the fourth quarter began.

At that point, Sam Young (17 points) was the only reserve with a field goal. The rest of 

the bench was 0-for-11. And second-year center Hasheem Thabeet’s missed dunk at 

the end of the third was a classic example of how ineffective the Grizzlies’ bench was 

throughout.

“We didn’t compete as hard as we needed to compete early on,” Hollins said.

Meanwhile, the Hawks got contributions from all over. Joe Johnson had 22 points and 

Mike Bibby added 19. Bibby’s back-to-back 3-pointers put the Hawks ahead 104-87 

midway through the fourth period.

“We were very poised out there,” Johnson said. “We made plays when we needed to. 

We knew we had to try to come out and hit first. Opening night is a big night.”

Not in Memphis.

“It’s just one game,” Griz forward Rudy Gay said. “Nobody is going 82-0. We tried to 

come out and play a good game. They just had out number. We never had a chance to 

get on the right track.”

— Ronald Tillery: 529-2353
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