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Atlanta in overtime, 115-111
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ATLANTA — The Grizzlies apparently have someone who can bring the pain off the 

bench.

And, yes, that’s a good thing.

The Atlanta Hawks certainly got a dose of the impact veteran guard Tony Allen can 

have on the Grizzlies.

Allen entered the Grizzlies’ 115-111 overtime victory Thursday night early in the third 

period of a preseason affair with the Hawks in Philips Arena. Until that point, the Griz 

had floundered on offense, were mistake-prone defensively and trailed by as many as 

23 points.

Then, Allen changed the mood and reprogrammed his teammates’ collective mindset.

His defensive tenacity — characterized by deflections and steals that generated sparks 

offensively –- became contagious and guided the Griz to their second exhibition win in 

as many outings.

Memphis routed Atlanta at the start of the second half, winning the third period, 42-18, 

to set up the comeback.

“It definitely has a snowball effect when guys pick up the pressure and see other guys 

competing,” said Allen, who left Boston and signed a three-year deal with Memphis this 

summer. “That was the big emphasis at halftime: Competing. Compete. Compete. 

Compete. I just took that challenge when I was out there.”

Griz coach Lionel Hollins said before the game that he wanted to see if his players 

would play with energy and focus on consecutive nights after beating Indiana on 

Wednesday in FedExForum.

Hollins also has been searching for leadership to emerge.

Allen forcefully nudged the Griz in both of those areas after they fell behind 54-33 at 

halftime. He joined the starters in place of O.J. Mayo, and Darrell Arthur replaced Marc 

Gasol early in the second half.
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With Allen flying around, it didn’t take long for Rudy Gay and Mike Conley to get in on 

the act as Memphis forced eight turnovers in the third.

The increased defensive pressure allowed the Griz to find a rhythm offensively. All of a 

sudden the Griz were attacking the basket, making crisp passes and sharing the 

basketball.

“They made up their minds they would work for as long as they were on the court, so I 

left them out there,” Hollins said. “Tony Allen did a great job and helped get that group 

jumpstarted. On defense, we got 21 deflections so we met our goal. And we got three 

consecutive stops four times. … Offensively, we were attacking better and driving the 

gap.”

The Griz finally had more field goals (17) than turnovers (16) when Gay connected on 

a 3-pointer with 6:59 left in the period. They trailed by 12 points, but the charge was on 

as a pair of Arthur free throws following Gay’s steal gave Memphis its first lead with 

four minutes left in the third.

Gay picked up 16 of his 18 points in the period. He also grabbed three of the Grizzlies’ 

six steals in the third.

“Tony was forcing the issue on offense and defense,” Gay said. “He guarded (Hawks 

guard) Joe Johnson and just made it so the rest of us got into a rhythm.”

Allen’s presence was confirmation of “the experience we need,” according to forward 

Zach Randolph, who chipped in 18 points.

Backup point guard Acie Law led the Griz with 19 points and five assists without a 

turnover. Law directed the second-most important stretch of the game: the fourth 

quarter and overtime period while the Griz starters rested.

Law sank all 10 free throws he attempted and displayed a much better grasp of the 

offense than in his Griz debut. Law’s confidence in his ability to penetrate the lane and 

score was also evident.

“It’s a process,” Law said. “I’ve got a lot to learn. The other night coach was saying 

things I just didn’t know. But they’re being patient and giving me a chance to learn the 

system. I thought I did a better job of getting guys in situations and settling everybody 

down.”

It was Allen who actually had first crack at that role, and he delivered.

“I’m just going to take advantage of my opportunity, man, every time I get out there on 

the court,” Allen said. “I’m very versatile, and I just look forward to getting out there with 

different groups of guys.”

Tip-ins: Rookie guard Xavier Henry is still struggling to find his shooting touch. He 

went 0-for-5 from the field and again didn’t look comfortable or confident with his 

release. Henry has missed eight of his first 10 attempts. … Damien Wilkins and Kenny 
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Thomas saw their first preseason action with the Griz. … Center Hasheem Thabeet 

fouled out with six rebounds in 14 minutes, making it the second straight game he’s 

been disqualified.
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