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With guard Jeff Teague's return from an ankle injury, the Hawks had their full complement of 

rotation players for the first time this season Thursday against Miami.

The closest they had come to a full lineup previously was the 

exhibition opener, when sixth man Jamal Crawford was the 

only regular missing. Teague had been out since suffering an 

ankle injury the day after that game, starter Marvin Williams 

missed two games because of illness and Mo Evans sat out 

three as he recovered from offseason knee surgery.

“We haven’t really had the chance to play together,” Teague 

said before the game Thursday. “At the offensive end it is kind 

of stagnant. We are still trying to figure things out. Guys really 

don’t know it all the way.

"But we can always play defense, and that’s something we 

have been working on really hard these last couple practices. 

I think you will see a whole different side of us tonight.”

Not looking ahead

The Hawks have set a goal of advancing past the second 

round of the playoffs for the first time since the franchise 

moved to Atlanta in 1968.

Yet coach Larry Drew said the team won't play the season 

with playoffs positioning in mind. The danger in that approach 

is the Hawks getting caught from behind while trying to catch 

up with the top teams in the Eastern Conference.

"It's not a given," Drew said of the Hawks making the playoffs. 

"If we look too far ahead, then we can find ourselves out of it. 

That is something we can't do. We can't begin to think about 

playoffs.

"Our focus right now has to be taking one game at a time, making sure we are all on the same 

page with what we are trying to accomplish. By no means can we ever look ahead."

Etc.

With all the buzz about the Heat and new stars LeBron James and Chris Bosh, Hawks center Al 

Horford acknowledged that even he is intrigued about Miami. "You have to look at the team and 

everything they did," Horford said. "But ultimately we can control how hard we play. You can get 

caught up with the other side, but I think it comes down to what we do." ... Among the celebrities 

attending the game, according to the Hawks: R&B singer Ciara, NBA great Julius Erving, Braves 

outfielder Jason Heyward and hip-hop artists T.I., Young Jeezy and Trey Songz.
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