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Hawks hold off Sixers

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:49 p.m. Friday, October 29, 2010 

PHILADELPHIA -- If the Hawks ever become the kind of gritty defensive team coach Larry Drew wants 

them to be, it probably won't happen until much later this season.

In the meantime the Hawks are winning because their offense can't be stopped, at least not when they 

take care of the ball.

For the second time in as many games, the Hawks won because of their potent scoring. Unlike their 

blowout victory at Memphis in their season opener Wednesday, the Hawks had to hang on for a 104-101 

victory at Philadelphia on Friday because they got sloppy with a big lead.

The Hawks led 62-52 at halftime and 84-74 after three quarters. They might have gone on to another 

runaway victory if not for their nine fourth-quarter turnovers that led to 14 points for the Sixers.

"We just kind of made some boneheaded plays down the stretch, with me leading the pack definitely," 

Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. "We've got to know the time and the score. In the fourth quarter, under 

five minutes [to play], we've really got to take care of the ball. That's on me."

The Hawks' 91-78 lead with nine minutes to go was down to 97-91 with three minutes to play. Johnson 

tripped and lost the ball, and Andres Nocioni scored on the resulting fast break to cut the Hawks' lead to 

97-93.

After Al Horford dunked an alley-oop pass from Mike Bibby, Josh Smith's bad pass led to another Nocioni 

score. That's when Smith put away the Sixers with an unlikely play.

Drew is trying to discourage Smith from taking long jump shots because of his poor shooting percentage 

away from the basket. But Smith, who was 3-for-10 from the field at that point, took a pass from from 

Horford and made a 3-point shot with 47.9 seconds to play.

After both teams missed shots, Philadelphia's Lou Williams made two free throws to get the 76ers within 

102-99 with 13.4 seconds left. The Hawks survived two missed free throws by Johnson in the final 12 

seconds to escape.

"We was able to get it done," Smith said. "It wasn't pretty. You are going to have games where it's not 

pretty, like how it was in the end. But we found a way to get the job done."
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Engaging in shootouts may not be a formula for long-term success, but it's been enough for the Hawks to 

start the season with a pair of road victories. The Hawks play their home opener Saturday at Philips 

Arena.

For three quarters the Hawks shared the ball, got plenty of points from its bench and let Smith clean up 

porous defense with blocked shots at the basket. But the Hawks stagnated on offense, turned the ball 

over and allowed Philadelphia to rally.

"If you can learn lessons in wins, it's better than to learn them in losses," said Hawks guard Jamal 

Crawford.

Crawford scored 19 points off the bench. Johnson had a team-high 22 points, and Smith added 12 points 

and six blocked shots.

Horford was out of rhythm from the start at Memphis. This time he was dominant early with 13 points on 

6-of-6 shooting in the first quarter and finished with 20 points and 12 rebounds.

Philadelphia made its first five field goals to race to an 11-2 lead. Drew called a timeout, Johnson scored 

in the lane on the next possession, and the Hawks took off from there.

They were in control until the fourth quarter.

"The main thing is we got the win," Johnson said. "We've got to take it and move on."
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