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Smashing debut for Larry Drew's Hawks

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:10 p.m. Thursday, October 28, 2010 

MEMPHIS -- It was almost as if Larry Drew gave his team a list of things to do and the Hawks checked 

them off before handing the list back, along with the game ball, for Drew's first victory as an NBA head 

coach.

Drew wanted balanced offense; the Hawks obliged with six players scoring in double figures and nine 

with at least two baskets Wednesday against Memphis.

Drew plans to use his bench players extensively so the Hawks can play with energy. He got 50 points 

from the bench players, who extended the Hawks' lead in the second quarter.

And Drew wants the Hawks to keep their cool when they hold leads on the road. So when the Grizzlies 

cut the Hawks' 12-point lead to four in the third quarter, the Hawks calmly responded with a 12-0 run that 

put them away.

“Give credit to the Atlanta Hawks and our coach,” guard Joe Johnson said after the Hawks' 119-104 

victory. “We were poised tonight. We made plays when we needed to.”

It was a smashing debut for the Hawks under Drew, particularly on offense. He's implementing a system 

with more motion, and the Hawks used those sets to blitz the Grizzlies from the start.

The Hawks shot 53 percent from the field, including 8-of-16 on 3-pointers. With more plays designed to 

go to the basket, the Hawks also got to the free-throw line for 31 attempts.

"When it's going like that, it's a beautiful thing," Hawks forward Josh Smith said.

The Hawks were humming so well on offense it hardly mattered that Johnson, the team's leading scorer 

the past six seasons, missed 10 of 16 shots. Johnson led the Hawks with 22 points thanks to nine free 

throws, but he hardly had to carry the load.

“I got a lot of wide-open looks,” he said. “I just didn’t make a lot of shots. At times I was a little too 

excited. For me to not have a great shooting night and for us to win big like this tonight, it’s perfect.”

All wasn't good for the Hawks. They never stopped the Grizzlies from scoring, aside from the decisive 

spurt to end the third quarter, and some of their 15 turnovers were because of sloppiness and 

inattentiveness.
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But Smith and reserve center Zaza Pachulia helped the Hawks control the paint. The Grizzlies were 

without center Marc Gasol, and forward Zach Randolph left the game with a back injury, leaving Smith 

and Pachulia to push Memphis around inside.

Smith masked the Hawks' problems, containing Memphis on the perimeter with five blocked shots.

"He bailed us out of a few plays," Drew said.

Pachulia had 17 points, 11 rebounds and two blocks, helping the Hawks overcome a poor game from 

starter Al Horford. Eventually Grizzlies fans started booing their team for failing to control Pachulia.

After the game, Smith credited Drew and his staff with developing a good plan for the Grizzlies. Drew had 

been an NBA assistant for 18 years when the Hawks hired him to replace Mike Woodson after last 

season.

Drew got a spirited effort from the Hawks in his head coaching debut.

"It's huge," he said. "I've been thinking about this for a long time. This is my first win. I've got to enjoy it."

Also Thursday, the Hawks said reserve forward Mo Evans will miss "several days" after he returned to 

Atlanta on Thursday to have his right knee drained.

Evans had arthroscopic surgery in August to clean out loose cartilage in the knee. He said this week he 

regretted delaying the surgery this summer and initially pushed the knee too hard in the preseason.
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