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Sluggish Hawks lose to Bobcats

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:05 p.m. Friday, October 22, 2010 

CHARLOTTE -- Soon after the Hawks beat the Heat on Thursday night, guard Joe Johnson cautioned 

that the Hawks' best effort of the preseason came with some caveats.

“I knew this was a big game, and I never have to worry about us in big games,” Johnson said. “It’s the 

other games that are not so big that I worry about.”

The Hawks showed what he means the very next night. With a hushed road arena and the Bobcats in the 

place of their home Philips Arena crowd and a marquee opponent, the Hawks resumed their preseason 

slumber with a 99-66 loss to Charlotte on Friday.

The Hawks had talked about using the final two preseason games to gain momentum for the regular 

season, but showed little sign of caring about that in their final exhibition.

The crisp offense the Hawks showed against Miami disappeared, replaced by turnovers and bad shots. 

The Hawks defended the Heat with vigor, but allowed the Bobcats to score on layups for their first three 

baskets and rarely made it much harder from there.

"I was a little afraid of the mental letdown after last night's game," coach Larry Drew said. "I would say 

it's been a little bit of a history with us. We play a big game and then we come back and we don't bring 

the same energy and same intensity.

"From a growth standpoint I was hoping we were beyond that. But obviously we are not. It is all part of 

the process for our team especially if we wanted to be mentioned in the same breath with some of these 

other [playoff contenders]."

The game essentially was over when Charlotte opened the second quarter with a 15-1 run. The Bobcats 

went on to outscore the Hawks 31-10 in the quarter and led by as many as 41 points in the second half.

Both teams rested their regulars for most of the second half. The Hawks finished with more turnovers 

(23) than field goals (22), and Charlotte enjoyed a 50-28 advantage in points scored in the paint.

Powell ‘big part' of Drew's plan

Forward Josh Powell signed with the Hawks for a shot at more playing time than he got with the NBA 

champion Lakers, and it looks as if he'll get his chance.
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Drew still is trying to figure out how he will distribute the minutes among his rotation players, but said 

Powell would be part of the "main core" to start the season.

"He's going to be a big part of us being successful," Drew said.

After averaging 19.2 minutes per game for the Clippers in 2007-08, Powell averaged 10.4 minutes over 

two seasons for the Lakers.

"Having been associated with a championship team, I think that speaks volumes," Drew said. "He plays 

with a physicality that I really like. He's a guy you can post up. He can make an outside shot. Defensively, 

he has an understanding how to defend the low post, and he has quick feet."

Josh's jump shots

When the Hawks announced Drew as their new coach, he said he would prod Josh Smith to stop 

shooting so many jump shots because of his low percentage. Smith said he would comply.

But already it's clear it will take some work for the two to get on the same page. Against the Heat, Smith 

launched a jump shot early in the game on a play that called for him to work in the post. He also 

attempted a 3-pointer late in the game.

Each time Smith takes a bad jumper, Drew is there to let him know about it. Smith doesn't always 

appreciate the feedback.

"He snarled at me a little bit early in the game yesterday, but I was fine with it," Drew said. "I want him to 

establish himself down low. I don't want him to rely on making perimeter shots."

Drew said he doesn't doubt Smith believes he can make long jump shots. He said he hasn't told him to 

stop taking them altogether "because his stroke has certainly improved, and he has worked on it."

But he doesn't want them early in the shot clock, late in games or when the play calls for Smith to be in 

the post.

Meet the Hawks

The Hawks are scheduled to play host to a "Paint the Town" event at Lenox Square starting at 12:30 

p.m. Saturday. Hawks players and coaches are set to meet fans at various mall locations at 2:30 and will 

hold an autograph session at 3:30.
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