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Miami Heat's hype makes its way to Atlanta

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:25 p.m. Wednesday, October 20, 2010 

The question posed to Joe Johnson was the same one asked of players at team media days around the 

NBA. What does he think about the new-look Miami Heat?

Johnson's answer, though, was tinged with a bit of annoyance. "I don't know," he said. "I haven't seen 

them play."

It has been the same for the Hawks' All-Star guard through the preseason. Each time the subject turns to 

the Heat, Johnson suggests he's waiting to see this Heat team studded with stars LeBron James, 

Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh.

Now, with Miami (minus the injured Wade) set to play the Hawks at Philips Arena on Thursday, Johnson 

was asked about his seeming reluctance to praise the Heat.

"Obviously you know they are going to be talented and be right there in the thick of things," he said. "But 

are they a championship contender? Who knows? Nobody knows that right now."

It's the possibilities that have the NBA buzzing about the Heat.

It started as soon as James, winner of the past two league MVP awards, made his fateful statement in 

July about taking his talents to South Beach. He joined with fellow stars Wade and Bosh to form the so-

called Super Friends.

Since then, the Heat have been praised and pilloried, adored and admonished, loved and hated -- those 

emotions centered mostly on James, considered by most to be no worse than the second-best player in 

the league behind Lakers guard Kobe Bryant.

James has been harshly criticized for "The Decision," the one-hour TV special in which he announced he 

was leaving Cleveland. Cavaliers owner Dan Gilbert almost immediately attacked James in an open 

letter to his team's fans, calling his decision "cowardly."

The three Heat stars were knocked for their flashy celebration at Miami's AmericanAirlines Arena soon 

after they signed. James' popularity, as measured by The Q Score Co., has plummeted.

The criticism reached such a fever pitch that James declared Tuesday "Hater Day" on his Twitter 

account. The next day he shared some of the racist responses he received from fans.
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All of this has happened before the Heat have even played a meaningful game.

"If you are Miami, you are thrilled about signing those three guys," said Mark Jackson, the former NBA 

player and current ESPN analyst. "I understand the [negative] reaction around the league and around the 

country. Some people are excited, some people are upset, but if I had a team I would do everything I 

could to sign them.

"They did it, they celebrated and I don't have a problem with it. If I'm another team I am not worried about 

how they celebrated, I worry about trying to beat them."

That's the tricky part for Miami's detractors. With James, Wade, and Bosh, the Heat have three of the top 

five offensive players in the league by almost any objective measure.

Stopping the Heat will be tough, but scoring might also prove difficult. The Heat have always valued 

defense under president Pat Riley's guidance, and he has put role players around James, Bosh and 

Wade who will carry out that directive.

"The one thing about the Heat teams, they have always played hard," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. 

"They have always been one of the top teams defensively. That's who they are. That's their identity.

"And now when you put the talent they've gotten over the summer into the equation, it makes them that 

much tougher."

Johnson's point, though, is that he doesn't think the Heat are automatically championship contenders. 

Too many things can go wrong during a long season.

Injuries happen. The Heat may have the talent, but not the right mix. Or maybe, despite the power of the 

Super Friends, they run into a better team or a bad matchup in the playoffs.

"This is a tough game," Johnson said. "I am sure everybody has high hopes that they are going to win an 

NBA title. It don't always work out like you planned sometimes."

That kind of perspective has been mostly drowned out by the hype generated by the Heat. The effects 

can be felt in Atlanta.

The Hawks practiced at Milton High School's gym Tuesday. There was a good turnout of fans, and all 

seemed thrilled and appreciative to see the Hawks in an intimate setting.

But players on the Milton boys' basketball team seemed most excited when coach David Boyd told them 

they'd be "going to the Heat game" at Philips Arena.

"Everybody in the city of Atlanta is excited to see them play," Hawks forward Marvin Williams said. "It will 

be good to get an early look to see how we size up with against those guys."

Perhaps what has Johnson a bit peeved is that so many people seem to think they know the answer.

Page 2 of 3Miami Heat's hype makes its way to Atlanta  | ajc.com

10/21/2010http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/miami-heats-hype-makes-686713.html?printArt...



Find this article at: 

http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/miami-heats-hype-makes-686713.html

Print this page Close 

When James signed, NBA prognosticators immediately placed the Heat among the league's title 

contenders. They often mention the Celtics and Magic as worthy challengers in the Eastern Conference, 

but rarely the Hawks.

After winning 53 games and earning the No. 3 seed in East last season, the Hawks have been 

leapfrogged in perception by the Heat, who look great on paper.

"We understand what the analysts and the people on TV or in the [newspapers] are saying," Johnson 

said. "But the main thing is the game is played out there on the court. And we are going to handle our 

business when we step out there on the court."
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