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Atlanta Hawks rookie Jordan Crawford 
is blocked by Orlando's Marcin Gortat 
under the basket during 1st half action 
in their preseason game at Philips 
Arena in Atlanta on Monday, Oct. 18, 
2010. 
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Hawks lose again to Magic

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Seeking a new formula to finally solve the Orlando Magic, the Hawks instead produced largely the 

same result Monday at Philips Arena.

Atlanta coach Larry Drew said opponents essentially must 

"pick your poison" against Orlando by either focusing on 

limiting All-Star Dwight Howard or containing the Magic's 

many capable shooters. The Hawks, like usual, got too many 

doses of both in their 102-73 exhibition loss.

Orlando has won eight of its last nine games against the 

Hawks in the regular season and playoffs by an average 

margin of 23 points. This one didn't count but served as 

another reminder of Atlanta's troubles matching up with its 

Southeast Division rival.

"I don't seem them fearing us at all," Hawks forward Josh 

Smith said. "That means we have to go back to the lab."

Atlanta's centers ended up in foul trouble trying to deal with 

Howard and Orlando's ball movement and speed had Hawks 

defenders scrambling. Combine that with Atlanta's struggles 

to score and it added up to another blowout loss to Orlando.

Howard had 14 points and 13 rebounds in just 23 minutes. He 

was 5 of 8 from the field and 4 of 11 on free throws, while 

Vince Carter, J.J. Redick and Ryan Anderson combined to 

make 7 of 11 3-point attempts.

The Hawks shot just 24 of 78 from the field and passed up 

several open shots as the misses piled up. Hawks starters 

and top reserve Jamal Crawford combined to shoot 12 of 49.

"We've got guys that can make shots and under no 

circumstances do I want them to hesitate to shoot," Drew 

said.

The Hawks have used their loss to Orlando in the Eastern 

Conference semifinals last May as motivation for this season. 

The Magic swept the Hawks with a total winning margin of 

101 points, an NBA record.

Before the game Monday Drew said this is a "new year" with 

a "new attitude" for the Hawks. Instead, there was the same 

feeble offense, defensive breakdowns and visible frustration 

that usually show up in their games against Orlando.

The Hawks led 1-0, tied it at 3-3, and then trailed from the rest 

of the way. Atlanta trailed just 44-34 at the half despite 
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missing 29 of 41 shots but Orlando scored 35 points in the third quarter to pull away.

The Magic won their 20th consecutive preseason game.

"That team is on a mission and we've got to get like that," Drew said. "They are certainly a 

measuring stick. They are getting the job done now; they are now waiting until the regular season. 

We have to do the same."

Injury report

Hawks guard Jeff Teague missed his fourth consecutive game with an ankle injury. He said he is 

aiming to return for Thursday's game against the Heat at Philips Arena.

Hawks guard Pape Sy (back), out since the beginning of training camp, said he still doesn’t know 

when he will be able to practice. .

“It’s sore,” he said. “It’s getting better.”
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