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Hawks fall to 0-3 in preseason with loss at Wizards

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

10:17 p.m. Tuesday, October 12, 2010 

WASHINGTON -- Going down the list of concerns for the Hawks so far in the preseason, health is at the 

top of the list.

The injuries trickle down to their other problems, too. But the flurry of turnovers in both games of their trip 

and the lax defense in Tuesday's 107-92 loss to Washington were such glaring issues that it's doubtful 

coach Larry Drew will give the Hawks a pass.

The Wizards and Hawks both came out scoring, and the Hawks were content to play a shootout instead 

of clamping down on defense. The Hawks couldn't keep up and fell to 0-3 in the preseason.

"The defense was not very good at all," Drew said. "Their energy wasn't there; the intensity wasn't there."

There were some mitigating circumstances for the Hawks. They played at Detroit on Monday night and 

injuries again forced Drew to play non-regulars a lot of minutes.

Starting forward Marvin Williams (ill) and key reserves Jamal Crawford (back), Jeff Teague (ankle) 

and Mo Evans (knee) were back in Atlanta. So was 7-footer Jason Collins, who could have helped 

against Washington's size.

Still, Drew said he wanted the Hawks to play with high energy despite the missing players. Before the 

game, he said he's still trying to get the team to take on the challenge of playing rugged defense.

The message didn't take. The Hawks were slow to run out to shooters, passive against picks and 

struggled to slow Washington's big men at the rim and on the boards.

The Wizards shot 42-of-79 from the field and never trailed after gaining a 19-18 lead in the first quarter. 

The Hawks trailed 63-49 at halftime.

"There's no excuse," center Al Horford said. "I think we have a long way to go as far as defense if we 

are going to be an elite team."

At least the Hawks valued the ball in the first half. They opened the second with five turnovers in the first 

three-plus minutes, leading to seven Washington points during a 10-2 run that essentially finished the 

Hawks.

‘Play slow'
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The Hawks played in too much of a hurry Monday at Detroit. That’s why one of the offensive keys on the 

team’s board before the Wizards game read: “Play slow.”

Drew said he's fine with the Hawks pushing the pace at home, where they can feed off the energy of their 

fans. He thinks it can have a negative effect away from Philips Arena.

“You can’t play at a pace that you play at home, especially when you are short-handed, too,” he said. 

“With the home team they want to get their fans involved. They want you to quick shoot so they can get it 

and run it back at you. You have got to pick and choose your spots to keep the fans out of it and control 

the tempo.

“The faster you play it opens more opportunities for turnovers. We want to be athletic and get up and 

down the floor, but we don’t want to play at a speed that leads to turnovers, especially on the road.”

Rookie rivalry

Washington guard John Wall, the No. 1 overall pick of the 2010 draft, found a willing challenger in 

Hawks rookie Jordan Crawford.

For a span of the second half, Wall and Crawford went back-and-forth in a scoring duel. Crawford ended 

with 30 points to 19 for Wall, though the Washington guard played 12 fewer minutes.

Crawford made 13 of 20 shots while playing significant minutes at point guard for the second consecutive 

game. He also had five assists and five rebounds.

"I'm beat up a little bit. But it's fun," Crawford said of playing 40-plus minutes in consecutive games. "I'm 

the new guy on the team, and the preseason is for me. Coach is letting me play a lot of minutes and 

giving me freedom."

The Hawks acquired Crawford from New Jersey in a draft-night trade after the Nets selected him with the 

No. 27 overall pick.

High-low a go

An encouraging sign for the Hawks on the trip was the development of its high-low post game with 

Horford, forward Josh Smith and guard Joe Johnson.

The Hawks were effective with the plays because of Horford's mid-range shooting, Smith's passing and 

Johnson's scoring.

“When it gets going and they get a real feel for one another, not just those three but other guys will profit 

from it as well,” Drew said. “There was some encouraging things with the high-low. I can see the guys 

are starting to get a feel for it.”
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