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Hawks take short-handed roster on the road

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:20 p.m. Sunday, October 10, 2010 

Odds are that after a notably lucky season with injuries in 2009-10 the Hawks will have to play a 

significant number of games without key players at some point this time. 

The two-game trip starting Monday at Detroit and concluding Tuesday at Washington might be a glimpse 

at how the Hawks cope, even if these are just exhibition games.

Injuries and illness forced the Hawks to take only 11 players on the trip, including three non-roster camp 

invitees.

“We are hoping it isn't the case but there may be times this year when we are short-handed like this,” 

Hawks coach Larry Drew said. “You have to be able to still go out on the court and play. We would like 

to have our full squad so we can work on everything but the case is we don't. It's not something you sit 

back and complain about." 

The Hawks made it through last season with remarkably good health. They had the fewest games lost to 

injury in the league by far.

Eight Atlanta players have missed practice time with injuries since training camp opened Sept. 28. Six 

players were left behind in Atlanta for this trip: Marvin Williams (ill), Jeff Teague (ankle), Pape Sy 

(back), Jason Collins (leg), Mo Evans (knee) and Jamal Crawford (knee).

Drew said Josh Smith (hand) would be a game-time decision on Monday.

Al Horford, Josh Powell and Etan Thomas also have missed practice time with injuries.

“It's a different preseason for us this year,” Teague said. “It is really intense, guys are going really hard 

and things happen."

Drew said his long, demanding practices have contributed to the assorted nagging injuries. He said he 

must gauge whether the Hawks are “beating up on each other too much,” but that he wants energetic 

and physical sessions so the attitude will carry over to games.

“Injuries are a part of it,” Drew said. “You hope to get through training camp where it's an injury-free camp 

but that's not a reality. There are bumps, there are bruises.”

Backing off

Page 1 of 2Hawks take short-handed roster on the road  | ajc.com

10/11/2010http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-take-short-handed-674389.html?printArt...



Find this article at: 

http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-take-short-handed-674389.html

Print this page Close 

Evans said he pushed the knee too early a week ago and had to have fluid drained from the joint. Now 

he’s backing off a bit while he continues to build strength.

“I don’t want to start that type of process,” he said. “If you rush back from injury you put yourself at a 

disadvantage. When I come back I want to be as close to 100 percent as I can. I see Kobe [Bryant] is 

out there limping around and not really having his full range of motion. I think he came back a little too 

early. I don’t want to be put in that situation.”

Evans had surgery to clean out loose cartilage in August. He said even though the knee is only at about 

70 percent at full strength, he can already tell the surgery was beneficial after he played with pain last 

season.

Open session

The Hawks held an autograph session for season-ticket holders before Sunday's open practice at Philips 

Arena. It was a light session without the usual periods of hard sprints and competitive scrimmaging.

Fans got the most excited when Drew had the guards and small forwards play the power forwards and 

centers in a shooting game, with the losers doing push-ups.

“It's cool to see the fans that did come out show a lot of support,” Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. “We 

appreciate it. We just can't wait to get the season started.”
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