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Hawks lose exhibition debut in overtime

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:08 p.m. Thursday, October 7, 2010 

Going down the list of Hawks players who should benefit from the team's fresh offensive approach, 

coach Larry Drew's thoughts lingered on forward Marvin Williams.

“It certainly seems Marvin is starting to find his niche again,” Drew said before the Hawks played host to 

Memphis in their exhibition opener Thursday at Philips Arena. “We'll know tonight.”

The Hawks really won't know about Williams or much else until the games count. But Williams hinted at 

his potential in Drew's scheme during the team's 115-111 loss.

Williams scored 18 points while making five of 10 shots and six of seven free throws. It was a noteworthy 

performance for Williams, who often got lost in the shuffle of Atlanta's isolation-heavy offense in past 

seasons.

"I love it," Williams said of the offense. "I know where my shots are going to come from every night. 

That's every player on this team."

Williams didn't always aggressively look for his shot then. In Drew's system, ball movement and multiple 

screens mean Williams simply has to keep moving to find space.

But with the game tied in the final seconds of regulation time it was rookie Jordan Crawford who took the 

last shot.

Crawford rebounded Darrel Arthur's miss with 9.9 seconds to go and slowly dribbled the ball up court as 

the Hawks' bench and nervous fans screamed at him to hurry. Crawford didn't look to pass before pulling 

up for a long jump shot that hit the front of the rim.

"I thought it was good, but it didn't drop," Crawford said. "At first I wasn't comfortable because this is all 

new to me. As the game went on I got more comfortable."

Memphis started overtime with an 11-4 run to lead 110-103. Jeff Teague's layup and a Crawford jump 

shot made the score 110-108 with 10.7 seconds to play, and after Memphis made two free throws Zaza 

Pachulia's basket cut the lead to 112-110.

Former Hawks guard Acie Law made two free throws for Memphis, which survived a late turnover.
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The Hawks led by 23 points early in the third quarter, but the Grizzlies went on to outscore them 42-18 in 

the period and led 75-72 entering the fourth.

"Offensively we have to get better," he said after the game. "One thing that was glaring was we turned 

the ball over and didn't get back on defense."

Memphis' comeback started with a 17-0 run that featured stagnant and sloppy offense by the Hawks. The 

Grizzlies scored 17 points off eight Hawks turnovers in the quarter and had 15 points in transition.

Drew spent most of training camp and the practices since then focused on offense because he's teaching 

his system. But since the Hawks were better at scoring than making stops last season, defense could be 

more important to their fortunes.

“Defense is what is going to carry us through the season,” Drew told his players after a recent practice. 

“I’m not concerned about what we do offensively. The focus of the preseason is going to be defense. We 

are going to look at numbers like [defensive] field-goal percentage and the whole defensive realm.

“That is what is going to take us to another level. We have the athleticism, size, speed, and quickness to 

be a top-echelon defensive team.”

The Hawks showed it at times against Memphis. Drew plans for the Hawks to no longer switch on most 

every screen in their base defense, and they made it work against Memphis with good energy and effort 

in the half court.

Drew used several different lineups during the game. Williams was the only starter on the floor to finish 

regulation and no starters were in for the end of overtime.

Jamal Crawford (back), Mo Evans (knee) and Pape Sy (back) were out for the Hawks. In the second half 

Josh Smith suffered a cut on his right (non-shooting) hand that required five stitches.

Drew has been involved the NBA for a total of more than 30 years as a player and assistant coach, but 

Thursday was his first game in the head coach's chair.

He said he wasn't nervous about his head coaching debut, in large part because he had been a Hawks 

assistant for the past six years.

“I know I have been waiting for this moment for a long time,” he said before the game. “But somebody 

asked me this question last night about having butterflies. I just told them, ‘I think I am too old to have 

butterflies.’"
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