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Hawks to unveil Drew's new offense in first 
exhibition game

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:04 p.m. Wednesday, October 6, 2010 

It took barely 10 seconds of the first live scrimmage of Hawks training camp for the reappearance of the 

haunting specter that new coach Larry Drew is trying to cast out.

Joe Johnson took a pass on the right wing on the first possession. His teammates stopped and watched. 

Eventually, Johnson took a few dribbles and missed on a fadeaway jump shot as the clock shot expired.

It was if the Hawks were so conditioned to giving the ball to Johnson and watching him work in isolation 

they fell back on their instincts. Drew spent much of camp breaking them out of that mold as he installs 

his motion offense.

After a shaky start, the Hawks are seeing the results in practice.

“I can see a trust factor starting to take place among the group because they know where everyone is 

now,” Drew said. “Everybody is in a position where the offense best suits them. I see a lot of positives 

coming out of the work we have put in. I see the guys really starting to catch on.”

Hawks fans won't see a finished product when the team opens exhibition play against Memphis on 

Thursday at Philips Arena. Drew hasn't installed all of his system, and even when he finishes that task 

there are multiple options for each play, depending on how the defense reacts.

Yet Drew said the Hawks are ahead of schedule in learning the offense. The team is pretty much the 

same this season as last, but the offense should appear radically different from the isolation-heavy focus 

of the past few seasons.

“As each day goes by, we tend to get a little bit more familiar with how to run the offense [and] where 

your shots are going to come,” Johnson said. “I think everyone is getting the grasp of it pretty quick.”

The Hawks have seen the development with each practice scrimmage. Gradually crisp ball movement, 

backdoor cuts and catch-and-shoot jump shots have outnumbered isolation plays, turnovers and 

stagnant flow.

The Hawk have managed to make progress even though the defenders in scrimmage know the plays.
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“You get a backdoor on the defense in practice, that's really special,” Hawks guard Jeff Teague said with 

a grin. “Because they know it's coming.”

Drew wants the Hawks to become a dynamic offensive team that is difficult to defend because of the 

constant ball and player movement. He believes they have enough versatile players to make it work.

The Hawks were one of the most efficient scoring teams in the NBA last season, but the offense bogged 

down when defenses got tight. It was particularly a problem when defenders locked in late in road games 

and when they had ample time to scout the Hawks in the postseason.

Johnson is one of the best isolation players in the league, in large part due to his ability to set up 

defenders and shoot over them when closely guarded. But he said he has no problem altering his style, 

which will mean handling the ball less and potentially talking fewer shots.

“It's almost like equal opportunity out there offensively,” he said. “There is really no way a team can 

double team us. I ain't gonna lie, I've been having fun these last few days running it.”

The new motion offense also should help alleviate a negative byproduct of the isolation plays.

At times last season the four players without the ball grew visibly agitated with their lack of involvement. 

That not only led to offensive stagnation, but the frustration affected other aspects of the team's game.

In Drew's offense, the constant movement and passing means less standing around for players without 

the ball.

“You feel like you are part of the offense, so that motivates you a lot,” Hawks center Zaza Pachulia said. 

“Obviously everyone knows there is only one basketball on the court, but it makes you want to get the 

defensive rebound or set a good screen. You are not getting bored offensively like used to before. This is 

something new.”

Page 2 of 2Hawks to unveil Drew's new offense in first exhibition game  | ajc.com

10/7/2010http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-to-unveil-drews-664884.html?printArticle...


