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Marvin Williams is a rare one-and-done working for his 

degree 

By Jeff Eisenberg 

At a time when we're quick to attack college 
basketball's one-and-done system for turning 
education into a necessary evil, we should also give 
credit to a player who is bucking that stereotype.  

Marvin Williams, the Atlanta Hawks forward who 
turned pro in 2005 after just one season at North 
Carolina, told the Atlanta Journal Constitution over 
the weekend that he's now only three summers from 
earning his college diploma. For each of the past six 
summers, Williams has returned to Chapel Hill to 
continue course work toward a degree in African-
American studies. 

"I've always intended to get my college degree and I 
will work as hard as I can to finish it," Williams told 
NBA.com in 2006. "It's simple, an education is very 
important." 

Williams certainly isn't the first college basketball 
player to work toward completing his degree after 
turning pro early, but there can't be too many guys who have done it under similar 
circumstances.  

How many players would be dedicated enough to finish their degree with summer work knowing 
they need to take the equivalent of three full years of classes? And how many players would care 
about a college diploma after being selected No. 2 overall in the 2005 NBA draft and making up 
to $7.5 million a year ever since?   

The one-and-done rule has been under fire since 2005 when the NBA added a clause to the 
league's collective bargaining agreement requiring players to be at least a year out of high school 
before entering the league. The rule change has provided college basketball an influx of talented 



freshmen who might previously have turned pro out of high school, but it also has raised 
questions about whether those guys only attended classes because the system made them.   

"I think it creates difficult problems inside universities when we're trying to promote an 
emphasis on [players being] students as well as athletes," new NCAA president Mark Emmert 
told USA Today in April. "It certainly creates a challenge for individual programs."  

The story of Marvin Williams doesn't necessarily mitigate all those concerns, but it's a nice 
reminder that some top players indeed care about both school and hoops.   

We always denigrate the system for its flaws. Let's also celebrate a star player who's setting a 
great example.   

 


