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Facing The Music At Hawks Media Day
 

By John Manasso 
Foxsportssouth.com 
September 27, 2010

The Atlanta Hawks hosted their annual media day on Monday, as they start training camp the following day. That 
meant that a couple of players had to face a public forum and some questions they may not have been so happy to 
answer. 
 
Coming off their third-place regular season finish in the Eastern Conference last year and a second straight sweep in 
the second round of the playoffs, questions abound as to whether the Hawks will be as good as they have been the 
last two seasons, especially with the arrival of “The Big Three” – LeBron James, Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh, in case 
you’ve been on another planet – in Miami. 
 
But in a number of instances the questions were much smaller in scope than, “Can the Hawks improve upon last 
year?” 
 
For example, about a month ago, several media outlets reported that Jamal Crawford, the NBA’s sixth man of the year 
last season, wanted a contract extension or that he would ask to be traded. 

Crawford assumed a defensive posture – literally and figuratively – as he sat behind a desk, surrounded by a crush of 
reporters and television cameras, fielding questions. 
 
“It’s a weird situation,” he said. “It took me 10 years to where I could get to this point – where I could be on a winning team and enjoy success -- so to be at this 
point it’s interesting. I always come back to that word. It’s an interesting situation to be in. I’m playing the cards I’m dealt and I’ll go from here.” 
 
Crawford will be paid $10 million guaranteed this season but reportedly wants a three- or four-year deal. Asked what he wants by WSB's Zach Klein, Crawford 
responded, “I won’t get into years and stuff, but I want to be here. I have a lot of basketball left in me, a lot. I didn’t get consistent minutes until my fourth year. So 
I may be 30 but I’m a lot more like 25, 26.” 
 
Crawford also answered questions in indefinite terms. Asked if he preferred to start or come off the bench, he responded this way: 
 
“Whatever. If I’m here moving forward, whatever coach wants from me. I’ve shown no problems coming off the bench or starting.” 
 
Since he reportedly wants to be traded if he the Hawks don't meet his demands. When Crawford was asked if he had a deadline in mind. That exchange went like 
this: 
 
"Not an exact time line, no." 
 
But before the season? 
 
"That would be good," Crawford said. 
 
The other Hawk in the limelight was, of course, Joe Johnson, who re-signed this summer to a max-money deal worth more than $100 million. Compared to Crawford, 
Johnson, the Hawks' leading scorer since arriving in town five years ago, had a lot less to answer for -- except, that is, for his comment during the playoffs last year 
about not caring whether the fans showed up or not in response to a question about the fans' boos. The event was scheduled to begin at 3 p.m. Johnson, attending 
to television interviews in the team's locker room, appeared about 90 minutes later. 
 
Asked if he were worried about the reception he would receive, he responded with a terse and self-assured, “No, not at all.” 
 
WXIA-TV’s Randy Waters then followed up by asking him if it was a situation of forgive and forget? 
 
“I hope so,” Johnson said. “The only thing I’m going to try to do is to play my heart out and win.” 
 
That would be one way to win the local fans back. Johnson then went on to discuss his role in new coach Larry Drew’s offense. But more on that tomorrow… 
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