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*** 
Posted by Sekou Smith 
HANG TIME HEADQUARTERS – Not even a couple of days away from it all could help us make sense of what, by the day, looks more and more like an endless summer. 
The free agent drama we can deal with. The incendiary reactions of fans (and in some cases owners) to decisions made during a free agent summer can be understood and soothed with time. 
A seemingly senseless crime, however, makes for far tougher digestion for us all, especially here at the hideout, where we hold the friends of the program in the highest regard. 
Up until now it was our policy to refrain from commenting on the death of Lorenzen Wright, a FOHT before there was a “Hang Time.” But the moratorium is over. 
For all the time we’ve spent on LeBron James, Dwyane Wade, Chris Bosh, Dan Gilbert, Shaquille O’Neal and all the other major players this summer, surely we can spend a few moments remembering one of our staunchest 
critics and most ardent supporters. We won’t waste time delving into theories about what did or did not happen to Ren (never referred to him as Lorenzen until learning that he was missing late last month, it was always Ren or 
Vern-Gagne, his middle name), we’ll let law enforcement officials in Memphis sort that out and concentrate on enjoying the memories we have of the big fella. 
Never short on opinions, Wright made it a point to needle me about any and every thing, every time he saw me. (It was his way of returning the favor for a description of him that was penned when the news broke that he would be 
signing with the Hawks, for a second time, in the summer of 2006). 
He never did say if it was “journeyman” or “old man” that bothered him most, other less-flattering adjectives might have been used to describe him in a blog post or two, but we’ll never know. It doesn’t really matter now anyway. 
Whatever it was, it led to plenty of back and forth and good-natured jabbering between us in locker rooms from Los Angeles to New York. 
He made up a nickname for me (not sharing that one, but the folks who were around us in those locker rooms know what it is and surely are chuckling now). And he used it frequently, no matter the company. It was funny, too. Even 
I can’t deny that. 
We laughed about it the last time we saw each other. 
It was a rare Atlanta “snowstorm” that found us both at a neighborhood establishment on the night of the BCS Championship game in January. I was there with a couple of buddies after a long day busting rocks here at the hideout 
and Ren was there after finishing a workout at a local gym. He said he had just moved to the area and joked that he was trying to blend in with the locals. He came over and joined us and we spent the next three hours talking about 
all manner of things — the Alabama-Texas game on the flat screens all over the place, his 13 years in the NBA, our respective journeys, where we might be headed, but most of all our families and specifically our children (‘Ren has 
six that will mourn their father’s passing for years to come). 
We exchanged numbers as we headed out of the building and into the remnants of that snowstorm. Ren called me two days later to ask if there was a Home Depot or Lowe’s in the neighborhood. We ended up talking another 50 
minutes, putting the finishing touches on a conversation that started two days earlier. 
In hindsight, it’s probably one of the most honest conversations I can ever remember having with a pro athlete, on or off the record, at any stage of his career. It’s funny how the conversation flows when you recognize that you are 
both fathers, husbands, sons and brothers, just men trying to make sense of it all on any given day. Basketball never came up. 
The one lasting memory I’ll have of Ren is as an unabashedly proud and doting father, much like most of us lucky enough to experience such things. 
The summer of 2010 will symbolize many things for many people, new beginnings for some and the end of an era for some others. But it will always be a bittersweet memory here at the hideout. 
Rest in peace Lorenzen Vern-Gagne Wright (1975-2010)! 
*** 
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