
Atlanta Hawks (http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks) 

Atlanta Hawks: Drew says Teague ‘has got to earn’ Bibby’s spot
12:12 pm August 13, 2010, by Michael Cunningham

Teague will have to go all out for gig. 

You might have noticed Bob Bender stood in for Bibby during Camp Drew and figured that means Bibby, not 

Teague, heads into 2010-11 as the starting point guard. 

And you’d be right.

When Hawks camp opens on Sept. 28, Bibby will be the incumbent at point guard. Rook’ is going to have to 

take the job from him.

“He’s got to earn that,” L.D. said. “It’s not just going to be handed to him. If he proves it, he has an opportunity. 

I will come back with the starting lineup we’ve had in the past. Unless somebody clearly, clearly beats 

somebody out, [then] that’s something I would have to take a look at. But I am going with the normal guys [to 

start].”

That’s not surprising since Hawks coaches spent much of Summer League saying they’d like to see Teague be 

more assertive. Plus, Teague has yet to do anything to show that he deserves the job. There’s a chicken/egg 

element to it–did he never really get the chance to prove he’s ready to be lead dog, or did he never really get 

the chance to be lead dog because he’s just not ready? Now he gets a real shot to show he deserves the gig, 

and it probably wouldn’t be good for L.D. or the team to bench a popular vet like Bibby until that happens (if it 

does). 

Also remember Bibby still has value as a good spot-up shooter with a low turnover percentage. That’s two 

areas where Teague needs work. On the flip side Teague is a better defender, can push the pace and should 

be able to set up baskets as he learns to play under control (he actually posted a higher assist percentage 

than Bibby).

It’s probably best not to get too caught up in which guy starts, anyway. Bibby played a career-low in minutes 

last season and didn’t always finish games. Those trends should continue. L.D. is going to give Teague an 

opportunity to run with the starters and he’s said he will be patient. The rest is up to Teague.
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– Steve Rosenberry officially joined the Blazers as an assistant GM to Rich Cho. It’s a promotion for 

Rosenberry, who was director of pro personnel/college scouting for the Hawks.

Hawks assistant GM Dave Pendergraft is a candidate for GM jobs in Denver and Phoenix.
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