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Skimming the Hawks' new schedule

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

5:45 p.m. Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Four thoughts on the Hawks' 2010-11 schedule released Tuesday:

1. When it's time for teams to start angling for higher playoff seeds, the Hawks will get to do it at home. It 

won't be easy, though. The Hawks will play 14 of their last 21 games at home. During that stretch they 

play Chicago three times, Miami twice (though the late April 11 game could be meaningless for the 

standings), Boston, the Lakers, Oklahoma City, San Antonio and Orlando. That's seven teams that 

should be in the playoffs and at least five title contenders.

2. Geography and timing will work in Atlanta's favor for its longest road trip of the season. Games at 

Detroit Feb. 14 and at New York Feb. 16 are followed by All-Star weekend Feb. 18-20 in Los Angeles. 

Atlanta continues the trip two days later with games at the Lakers, Phoenix, Golden State, Portland and 

Denver. What could have potentially been one long, 12-day West Coast trip instead is a four-day trip 

East and an eight-day trip West with a short vacation in between. And the the team will have all those 

home games to look forward to when it returns to Atlanta.

3. It's tough to look at an NBA schedule in the summer and predict wins and losses, since team health, 

dates and luck all tend to play big roles. Still, it looks like there is an opportunity for new Hawks coach 

Larry Drew to get his team off to a good start. The early run of Memphis, Philadelphia, Washington, 

Cleveland, Detroit and Minnesota appears to be a manageable stretch of opponents to open the season. 

Five of the six had losing records last season and the Wizards, Pistons and Timberwolves were all last-

place teams.

4. Those fans looking to see for marquee opponents at Philips Arena will have to be patient. There are 

only two regular-season visits before March from elite opponents like Miami, Boston, Orlando, and the 

Lakers. Those two: Boston on Nov. 22 and Orlando on Dec. 20. The Lakers are in town March 8 and 

Miami doesn't visit until March 18. The Heat come back for Atlanta's home finale on April 11, which 

means there is a chance they will rest stars LeBron James, Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh if playoff 

seeding is already settled.
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