
 

Marvin Returns Home a Happy Camper

By Nathan Joyce 

Tuesday, July 6, 2010 

BREMERTON — 

Defense was the first order of business as the Marvin Williams’ Attack Youth 

Basketball Camp opened on Tuesday.

“Who do you guard when you play the Lakers?” yelled camp director Dave Hudson.

“Kobe Bryant,” answered Williams, who has played five seasons for the Atlanta Hawks.

“The best players in the world,” Hudson summed up as he was directing more than 70 

campers in a defensive drill.

“And do you get to play if you don’t play defense?” Hudson asked.

“No, you never get to play,” Williams answered.

This is the first time Williams, an All-American when he last played in the Bremerton 

High gym, hosted a basketball camp. It could become an annual deal.

“I’m hoping so,” he said. “It’s a test run.”

Hudson, who played at Washington, runs summer basketball camps for several Seattle

-based NBA players, including Jamal Crawford and Nate Robinson. Hudson runs the 

camp; Williams acts as the host.

Williams was smiling as he worked with some of the campers on their defensive skills. 

“Camps are a fun time,” he said. “I’ve always been a big guy for kids.”

Among the coaches helping out are his brother J’Tonn Dale, his cousin Andre 

Coleman and his friend Zac Townsend, who coaches at Bainbridge.

Williams’ camp comes on the heels of another Bremerton alum, Miah Davis, hosting 

his own camp last week.

“I wish I would have known, I would have made a conscious effort to get back,” 

Williams said. “... I can’t express what he means to my generation.”

Williams was in middle school when the Davis-led Knights finished fifth at the state 

tournament in 1999. 
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“They kind of paved the way for guys like myself,” Williams said. “I hope I can do the 

same thing.”

Williams liked the idea of Bremerton’s greatest hosting camps in the area. He even 

pointed out that Jarell Flora has headed to play at Seattle U. 

“As long as the ball keeps rolling, man,” Williams said. “Bremerton will start to be 

known as a place that produces products.”

As Williams hosts his camp, the NBA is roiling in rumors and reports as the free 

agency period is underway.

Rumors surfaced Monday night that the Hawks could sign Shaquille O’Neal

Last week, reports surfaced that the Hawks were considering trading Williams, who 

was the No. 2 pick in 2005 draft. 

“My dad told me the very first day I was drafted, this is a business, and don’t ever 

forget it,” Williams said. “That’s the first thing he told me, and I completely understand 

it. I’ve seen it happen. My closest friends, (Josh) Childress, Sheldon (Williams), here-

today, gone-tomorrow type of thing.

“I completely understand. If it happens, it happens. I’ve always expressed my love for 

Atlanta.”

Williams signed a five-year contract worth $37.5 million before the season. He 

averaged 10.1 points and 5.1 rebounds per game, the lowest totals since his rookie 

season.

“If you take a look from a statistical standpoint, my numbers obviously are down from 

previous years,” Williams said, “but my team has gotten better from previous years.”

The Hawks have improved each year Williams has been in the league and the high-

water mark this year was 53 wins. They’ve made the second round of the playoffs the 

last two years, but this year’s run ended with a disappointing sweep by the Orlando 

Magic.

“I’m a win-first kind of guy,” said Williams, repeating a mantra he’s had since high 

school. “I’ve never been a Marvin Williams-over-the-team type of guy.

“...I’m more disappointed in the way we played as a team in the postseason than my 

numbers.”
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