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Veteran center Brad Miller is taking his game to 

Houston, not Atlanta.

The Hawks continue to either: 1) Twiddle their thumbs, or 2) clutch their wallets, when it comes to signing 

another center. Either way, another big man just fell off the board.

Brad Miller, believed to be the more desirable choice for the Hawks’ offense over Shaquille O’ Neal by some 

in the organization, has agreed to a three-year contract worth nearly $15 million with the Houston Rockets, 

according to ESPN.com. The deal probably was out of the Hawks’ price range. 

The 34-year-old Miller, who was a two-time All-Star for Sacramento when Rockets coach Rick Adelman was 

there, drew the interest of several teams, including the Hawks, Boston, Cleveland and Miami. The 7-footer 

averaged nine points and five rebounds in 24 minutes last season in Chicago.

Where does this leave the Hawks? Possibly nowhere.

They have made no movement on O’Neal. A potential trade that would have dealt Marvin Williams to 

Cleveland for salary relief appears dead, if it was ever even alive. And it doesn’t appear Hawks’ ownership is 

willing to spend the money on anybody else to improve the front line, which means they’ll again have an out-of-

position Al Horford playing center.

For the record: Yes, I’m aware Horford made the All-Star team last year. But even he has said on several 

occasions he feels more comfortable at power forward. The Hawks don’t necessarily need to sign a starting 
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center. They merely need somebody who can play significant minutes off the bench, take up space and be a 

presence. Either O’Neal or Miller would fit the bill.

If the Hawks stand pat, are you comfortable with things as is? I’m not.
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