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Shaquille O'Neal (The Big Peach?)

Brad Miller

The Hawks remain relatively quiet on their plans to acquire a center (or not) in the free agent 

market. But quiet is not good right now. Look around.

♦ Miami has signed Zydrunas Ilgauskas as a free agent from Cleveland. Not a huge surprise. 

He seems to like following LeBron James around, as evidenced by him re-signing with the 

Cavaliers late last season after he had been traded to Washington and subsequently released a 

month earlier. Long story.
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♦ Boston signed Jermaine O’Neal as insurance while Kendrick Perkins recovers from knee 

surgery. Smart move by general manager Danny Ainge.

♦ Dallas re-signed Brendan Haywood.

Who should the Hawks sign at center?

♦ Golden State acquired forward/center David Lee in a sign-and-trade with the New York Knicks 

for three players and a draft pick.

♦ Utah, quickly replacing the loss of free agent power forward Carlos Boozer, who signed with 

Chicago, acquired forward/center Al Jefferson from Minnesota.

Hello? Anybody home?

The Hawks can’t afford to sit back. Even if lineup changes (Jeff Teague to starter; Mike Bibby to 

the bench) and new coach Larry Drew improve things at both ends of the floor, the team has 

lacked another significant “big” for some time. Al Horford needs help inside. Here are the best 

remaining options.

1.) Shaquille O’Neal: Not nearly the player he used to be, obviously. But don’t get caught up in 

the he’s-old-and-fat argument. He can still play and give the team valuable minutes off the bench. 

He gives the Hawks the big body they need at both ends, clogging space, and he can still play 

defense and rebound. As a bonus, he’ll take some media pressure off of Joe Johnson and he’ll 

certainly sell tickets. O’Neal’s options appear limited. It may be down to the Hawks or Dallas.

2.) Brad Miller: A well-traveled seven-footer but still effective. He might be a better fit in Drew’s 

offense than Shaq but obviously doesn’t bring the same marquee value.

3.) Kwame Brown: A few readers have been pushing him, based on the fact he is younger and 

more athletic than Shaq. Problem is, he’s been “younger and more athletic” than almost 

everybody his entire career. He’s still a slug. He certainly brings nothing to the table offensively. 

Pass.

Who’s your pick? O’Neal, Miller or Brown. Or are you satisfied with the current roster?
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