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I know my blog people have been trying to trade Marvin (and Bibby) with every conceivable and 

inconceivable permutation of fantasy deals. My favorite thing is when the proposals go like this: “Marvin and 

Bibby are terrible and their contracts are burdens. The Hawks should trade them for (fill in the blank with better 

players with more reasonable contracts).”

So do you want Marvin gone so badly that you’d swap him for 38-year old Shaq as a two-year-rental-at-most 

off the bench? David Aldridge reports that the Cavs are dangling Shaq in a sign-and-trade proposal for 

Marvin. Since the Hawks aren’t going to pay Shaq more than the mid-level anyway if they want him (which still 

isn’t certain) the Cavs presumably are counting on Atlanta’s desire to shed Marvin’s deal as the motivation.

Assuming Shaq gets the two-year deal he wants, Atlanta’s savings would total the difference between their 

salaries over the next two seasons plus the final two seasons of Marvin’s deal (assuming he exercises his 

option year) 

For 2010-11, the Hawks’ savings would be the difference between the $6.7 million owed Marvin and Shaq’s 

new salary. For 2011-12, the savings would be Marvin’s $7.5 million salary minus Shaq’s salary. Shaq and 

Marvin would both be off the books in 2012-13, when Marvin makes $8.3 million, and the Hawks wouldn’t be 

on the hook for Marvin’s $7.5 million option in 2013-14.

Since this is all premature talk at this point, I won’t get into how the Hawks would go about replacing Marvin in 

the lineup. The Hawks still aren’t sure if Shaq would be a good fit even if he is willing to take less than the mid-

level. Also, Marvin still has support in the organization, with the hope that L.D.’s new system will make a big 

difference in his production. 

As for Aldridge’s contention that the Hawks aren’t willing to pay much more than the minimum due to “budget 

limitations,” all I can tell you is that everything I’ve heard suggests they are willing to exceed the luxury-tax 

threshold for the right player(s). I get the feeling that player isn’t Shaq.
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