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Detroit CMA's Jordan Crawford is heading to Atlanta 

BY SHANNON SHELTON 
FREE PRESS SPORTS WRITER 

Years from now, Jordan Crawford won't be able to say what went through his mind when he heard 
David Stern call his name during the NBA draft. 

That's because Crawford left the room during a party held in his honor on draft night, not wanting to 
get his hopes raised -- and then dashed -- when an NBA team picked another player. 

When he heard an eruption from nearly 500 family members, friends and former teammates from 
every level of basketball in the theater at Lucky's Pub and Grill in Southfield, he knew his time had 
come. 

"I heard them screaming before I heard my name," said Crawford, a graduate of Detroit 
Communication & Media Arts High. "As it got later in the rounds, I couldn't take it. So I went off to do 
my own thing, but once I heard them screaming, I went back in there." 

The New Jersey Nets picked Crawford 27th overall, then promptly traded him to the Atlanta Hawks. 
Few in the room were aware of the trade, instead reveling in the spontaneous party that came with 
the Crawford announcement. 

"I was too caught up in the moment," Crawford said. "I was hugging everybody and was just excited. 
It doesn't matter. I'm happy to be a Hawk, and I'm gonna do whatever I can to get on the court and 
help the team." 

Crawford soon found himself in a crush of friends, all jumping around wildly in celebration. His 
mother, Sylvia, fought her way through, and Crawford grew emotional as he embraced her. 

"My son doesn't usually express his emotion outwardly," Sylvia Crawford said. "All that hugging and 
kissing? No, he doesn't usually do that. I think he was able to let a lot out, and I was glad to see that 
from him." 

The last time Joe and Sylvia Crawford had a vested interest in the NBA draft, they didn't know if 
they'd hear their son's name among the 60 players picked in 2008. 

Joe Crawford Jr. went in the second round that year, but there was little doubt Thursday night that 
their youngest son, Jordan, was a lock to be drafted -- the only matter left to be determined was 
where he would go. 

Around 9:30 p.m., the room grew quiet. Everyone knew Crawford's name could be called at any time, 
as he was projected as a late first-round pick. 

Among those at the party were Crawford's teammates from Xavier, Musketeers coach Chris Mack 
and MSU point guard Kalin Lucas. 
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"It's an exciting moment for him and his family," Mack said. "Just to see the growth he had from the 
beginning of his time at Xavier. ... We're really happy for him today." 

Crawford, a Detroit native, led the Atlantic 10 and was 21st in the nation in scoring with 20.5 points 
last season. He started his college career at Indiana, sat out a year after transferring to Xavier and 
had a standout sophomore season in 2009-10, leading the Musketeers to the Sweet 16. 

Oh, and there was the dunk over some guy named LeBron James in a summer camp. That put 
Crawford on the national map. 

Baylor's Ekpe Udoh was the first of the players with Michigan ties to be taken in the draft. Udoh, who 
went sixth to the Golden State Warriors, began his career at the University of Michigan. 

Contact SHANNON SHELTON: 313-223-3215 or slshelton@freepress.com. 
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