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Drew finally speaks to Joe Johnson, and he wants him back
9:39 am June 25, 2010, by Jeff Schultz

For the first time since getting the Hawks' coaching job . . 

.

Larry Drew was tired late Thursday night, so tired that, as he said, “One of my bulbs is out and the other one 

is blinking.”

But the new Hawks coach was happy for two reasons: 1) The team had drafted Xavier’s Jordan Crawford, 

whose game tape makes Drew light up; 2) For the first time since he was named the team’s head coach, Drew 

said he finally got a return phone call from impending free agent Joe Johnson and the two spoke about the 

future.

“It was encouraging,” Drew said. “Joe’s not going to tip his hand. But we had a good conversation. I had left 

him a couple of messages and
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. . . Larry Drew spoke to Joe Johnson. (Curtis 

Compton/AJC)

Joe did respond back, and I was happy that he did.”

Drew said he was sitting in his Philips Arena office on Monday. His phone was on his desk and he had left for 

a minute to go to the restroom. “When I was in the restroom I heard the phone vibrate on the desk. When I got 

back there I saw who it was and I quickly picked it up. I was hoping it wouldn’t say, ‘Call missed.’”

Re-stating the obvious: Drew wants Johnson back. He told him that: “The one thing I said was I totally respect 

his position in the free agency market. There are teams that want him and will do everything they can to entice 

him, and I said we want him even more.”

He is aware that the fan base is somewhat divided on Johnson, given some poor playoff performances and his 

comments following a loss during the disastrous Orlando series. Johnson and the team were booed loudly 

during a Game 3 blowout at home, setting up the likelihood of several empty seats for Game 4 and prompting 

Johnson’s comment: “We could care less if they showed up.”

Drew believes Johnson regrets those comments and would like to make amends for his playoff showing.

“I know he’s disappointed about his performance in the playoffs,” he said. “Some of the other players are 

disappointed with their performances. We really felt we would get over the hump [in the second round] and our 

performance was just not acceptable. Joe would be the first to admit that he didn’t play Joe Johnson 

basketball. Then the comments that he made afterward, I spoke to him briefly about them. I told him, I’ve seen 

interviews with Kobe [Bryant], I’ve seen interviews with K.G. [Kevin Garnett] after bad games. Both guys 

made the comment, ‘They should’ve booed us.’ That’s the way I would like to see him handle it. From what I 

was told, it was kind of misunderstood how [Johnson] meant it. If he had a chance to go back, I think he would 

say it a little different.

“Joe isn’t a guy who’ll run from anything, even with how things ended last season. He’s a tremendous 

competitor and he wants to win. He’ll do everything in his power to help us win. Just, some of the things we did 

in the playoffs, we as a staff have to look at it and [re-evalulate]. That’s two straight years of being eliminated 

like that in the second round.”
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Some other comments from Drew:

♦ On Jordan Crawford: “I first watched him [on tape] a couple of weeks ago. He has an uncanny ability to 

score. He looked like Jamal [Crawford] out there. He has a quick first step. He’s elusive with the basketball. 

He can make shots. He can just flat out score. I just love a guy who can break a defense down. They make it 

easy for other guys.”

♦ On Crawford’s potential impact and his plans for the team’s offense: “He enhances what we have. Movement 

for these guys will enhance their game even more because they’re good at coming off screens, coming off 

flares. Movement makes them harder to defend. Our biggest problem last year was we became a stationary 

team at times. I don’t want to be just a totally isolation team. I want guys to move freely. I want all five guys to 

be a threat. At times we got a little bogged down, standing around, playing a little bit too much one on one. We 

were stagnant.”

♦ On going through the draft as a head coach rather than an assistant: “More anxiety.  When I woke up in the 

morning I had all of these thing racing through my head.  As an assistant, you’re just sitting there, listening to 

everybody. This was totally different. Now when they go around the room they’re asking for your opinion.”

♦

Follow me on Twitter @JeffSchultzAJC and 
Facebook.com/JeffSchultzAJC

♦

Last five posts on instant replay (no charge) 

♦ A rare Hawks’ draft highlight: Jordan Crawford falls to them

♦ LIVE BLOG: Hawks have a few hours to pick (UPDATE: Hawks expected to get Jordan Crawford in 

trade)

♦ Dudley gives Thrashers needed jolt in short amount of time

♦ Fredi Gonzalez fired — and Braves should hire him now

♦ Michael Turner finally admitting the obvious: He was fat
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