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Drew eager to do it his way as Hawks coach

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

In the midst of his introduction and still four months from his sideline debut, Larry Drew already 

sounded like the Hawks' head coach.

Re-signing impending free agent Joe Johnson 

was a priority, as was getting Johnson to 

share the ball on offense. Forward Josh Smith 

will be positioned near the basket and not on 

the perimeter. And though he believed in 

positive reinforcement as an assistant, Drew 

said he was ready to put his foot down as 

head coach.

After six seasons on Mike Woodson's staff in 

Atlanta among his combined 27 years as an 

NBA player and assistant, Drew tried to 

appear authoritative as he accepted his first 

head-coaching position.

“I've always had confidence in my ability to take the next 

step,” Drew said during a Monday news conference at Philips 

Arena. “This will be a big step. I believe in this team and these 

players. I've watched thee guys grow and I feel I have the 

pulse of this team.

“There is a way you can motivate players to play hard. Every 

coach has a different style. I have my own.”

There's been public skepticism about that last point because 

Drew served as the top assistant to Woodson. When Atlanta 

fired Woodson last month, general manager Rick Sund said 

the team needed “another voice” after it was swept in the 

second round of the playoffs in consecutive seasons.

Hawks players said Drew will offer a distinctive style and 

approach different from Woodson. By the end of Drew's news 

conference, every player on Atlanta's 2009-10 roster except 

for Johnson and Joe Smith had filed in to show support.

“I'm excited,” Josh Smith said. “The team is excited. There's 

definitely a comfort level with [Drew].”

According to to people with knowledge of the team's 

evaluations, management concerns involved Woodson's 

entire program. Though Drew was an integral part of that, but 

he said Woodson's assistants could only offer suggestions.

“Mike made the decision to use what he used and I don't fault 

him for that,” Drew said. “I don't fault him for anything. Some 

things we gave him may not have always worked. To go from 

Today's news Tools and widgets

Reprints, Permissions Archives

Homes Jobs Cars Classifieds

Enter keyword

Most viewed stories Top photo galleries

 
U.S. ties 
England in 
World Cup 

 
Faces of the 
World Cup 

 
66th 
anniversary of 
D-Day 

 
Cleaning up oil
-soaked birds 
from the Gulf 

 

Find Atlanta homes for sale

Select neighborhood  

Now Hiring: Henry Medical Center 

Industry associations are valuable assets 

Tackle your fears about job searching 

Find new and used cars in Atlanta

Atlanta International Auto Show opens 3/19! 

Which car suits you best? 

Search Atlanta classifieds

 

1. Federal agents search Sandy Springs barbecue 
restaurant 

2. Ex-APD Chief Richard Pennington has a stroke 

3. Clayton jailers' blunder frees 4 inmates 

4. Metro Atlanta hotel occupancy on rebound 

5. Cops looking for suspect in attempted sexual 
assault of 85-year-old 

Advanced search » Sell or rent your home

Find a job » Post a resume

Find a car » Sell your car

Browse categories » Post an ad

More popular stories » Put this on your site

More photo galleries » Put this on your site

Atlanta Weather 90° F Air quality 106 | Traffic Customer Care Subscribe to the paper

Home News Sports Entertainment Travel Business Lifestyle Obituaries Homes Jobs Cars Classifieds

Search…  

Page 1 of 3Drew eager to do it his way as Hawks coach  | ajc.com

6/17/2010http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/drew-eager-to-do-549073.html



Latest Hawks news and 
updates on Twitter » 

Follow @ajchawks 

AJC sports editors are on Twitter. 
Are you? 

Complete list of AJC Twitter 
accounts 

Q&A with Hawks coach Larry Drew 

Drew eager to do it his way as 
Hawks coach 

Hawks make it official with two-year 
contract for Drew 

Follow @ajchawks 

Schedule and results 

Standings 

TV Listings 

More on ajc.com

Larry Drew's path to coach of Hawks

Hawks choose Drew as next coach

Drew officially named new coach of Atlanta Hawks

Related Topics

Mike Woodson

Atlanta

Josh Smith

13 wins [in 2004-05] to 53 says a lot about him as a head 

coach. I thought he did a tremendous job.”

Atlanta decided it wasn't good enough. Now the Hawks will 

turn to a rookie head coach to try and put them over the top 

while making a relatively modest financial commitment.

Drew's deal is for two years with an option for a third and 

averages about $1.2 million for the guaranteed years, 

according to people with knowledge of the deal. Drew's 

guaranteed salary is about $500,000 less per year than 

Woodson's final salary and ranks at or near the bottom of the 

league.

Atlanta chose Drew from a list of finalists that also included 

Avery Johnson, Dwane Casey and Mark Jackson. Johnson, 

the former Dallas head coach, was the most popular 

candidate among fans and Casey had served as the Timberwolves head coach.

Once Johnson agreed to coach New Jersey last week, the Hawks turned their attention to Casey 

and Drew, the latter also an assistant coach for the Nets, Wizards, Pistons, and Lakers.

“I always though I would get a fair shot, but certainly [among] some of the names that surfaced, a 

couple of guys had head-coaching experience,” said Drew, who once was passed over for Kurt 

Rambis for the Lakers' head-coaching position. “That's always the thing that kept me out of it. I 

have never been a guy who got the opportunity to show my ability.

“But I kept believing. I knew if I had the opportunity to go before Rick and the owners and show 

what I can do for the team, I thought it would be a plus for me. I guess it was. I'm sitting up here 

now.”

Drew said he would help recruit Johnson back to Atlanta. He said the two have a solid relationship 

and that Johnson was “very, very supportive" when he talked to him about his job candidacy in its 

early stages.

After Atlanta's isolation-heavy offense stagnated in the playoffs, Drew said he will use a system 

with more player and ball movement. That would require Johnson to change his deliberate, ball-

dominating style, but Drew said Johnson likely would be open to it because it would mean less 

pressure on him.

Drew said he's confident he's the new voice that Sund was looking for and has convinced the 

Hawks of the same.

“He had to prove himself as a candidate,” Sund said. “It ended up that he was the first interview 

and the last interview. What he said made sense.”
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