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Some underclassmen "roll the dice" in NBA draft

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:27 p.m. Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

When Darington Hobson asked for feedback from NBA scouts and executives before he declared for the 

draft, he didn't get the kind of endorsement that made it a no-brainer to skip his senior season at New 

Mexico.

Of the 27 teams who compiled a report on Hobson, only 17 graded him as a first-round pick.

“The others said either second round or undrafted,” Hobson said, and in the NBA not only does that 

usually mean no guaranteed money, it also means fighting for a roster spot.

Yet Hobson stayed in the draft, bucking what used to be the conventional wisdom: If prospects aren't 

reasonably sure they will be first-rounders, they should stay in school. Hobson has a lot of company in 

that regard.

Consider that 48 underclassmen stayed in the draft after the deadline and there are only 30 first-round 

picks. The three or four college seniors who could be drafted in the first round further crowds out 

underclassmen.

Some prospects may not have much choice but to stay in the draft because of academic issues at 

school. Others are just ready to go pro after taking meandering paths through college. Players also might 

focus on the upper range of their draft projections and not worry so much about the lower.

But the common thread among some of the underclassmen who worked out for the Hawks is the 

confidence that if they can get an audience with NBA decision-makers, they can make their case to be in 

the league.

“I approached it the old-fashioned way: Get in the workouts, go as hard as you can go and prove 

yourself,” Hobson said.

Prospects can get plenty of opportunities for an audience with NBA scouts and general managers. Even 

if they don't get an invitation to the Chicago predraft camp, where the top players compete, the NBA 

holds two other camps for prospects.

Players also can arrange individual workouts with teams.

“They didn't have all of this back in my day,” said Hawks coach Larry Drew, who was drafted by Detroit in 

1980 out of Missouri.
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It's still a tough road to the NBA for marginal first-round prospects. Recent history shows that roughly half 

the players drafted late in the first round are still in the league after five years, and the odds are even 

longer for players selected in the second round to stick around.

Players on the workout circuit say they set out to prove they belong in the NBA.

“At this point you've got to have confidence in yourself,” said Georgia Tech's Gani Lawal, who declared 

for the draft after his junior season. “If you don't, nobody else will. What somebody puts on a piece of 

paper two months from the draft might change drastically once the draft gets around.”

Still, players are “rolling the dice” when they declare for the draft without a solid first-round grade, Hawks 

assistant general manager Dave Pendergraft said. The workout circuit provides a chance for teams to 

see players up close, but by that point, scouts already have evaluated them in games, and general 

managers and coaches have watched lots of video.

“Could a guy improve stock [in workouts]?” Pendergraft said. “It can happen, but I wouldn't bank on that if 

I was a player. This is just a small thing. It's a case study, and the case starts when you first see a guy 

play. You follow a guy and build on that case study.

“A workout should verify what you have seen. I don't think it changes your opinion that much because 

you have seen the guy so many times. You don't take or not take a guy based on workouts.”

Pendergraft said the real value of the sessions is for coaches to get what usually is their first live look at 

players and for all of the organization's decision-makers to learn about players' personalities. Even if 

players don't get drafted, the impressions they make in workouts could lead to invitations to play for 

summer-league teams.

For players who are drafted in the second round and make the team, the possibility of major playing time 

is slim. Derrick Caracter, who left Texas-El Paso early to declare for the draft, was among the Hawks 

prospects who said they would be happy just to get their foot in the NBA's door.

“I may not play a lot of minutes,” Caracter said, “but at the end of the day, I have the opportunity to play 

in this league that a lot of guys never get.”
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