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Mike Woodson's coaching future shaky in Atlanta, thanks to the 
Magic 

Magic could decide Hawks coach's fate 

By Brian Schmitz, ORLANDO SENTINEL 

7:36 PM EDT, May 8, 2010 

The Magic very well could decide the fate of Atlanta 
Hawks coach Mike Woodson during the series. And it's 
not looking good for him, with his team trailing Orlando 
3-0. 
 
Woodson is in the final year of his contract. "I wouldn't 
wish it on anyone else. But, hey, it's what it is, man," 
Woodson said before the Hawks faced the Magic on 
Saturday. 
 
"We'll probably sit down, I'm sure, after end of the season 
once this is all over with and talk about a contract. But 
right now I've got Orlando staring me in the face." 
 
Woodson was asked if the situation was taking its toll. He 
at least had a sense of humor. 
 
"I don't know. Do I look that bad?" he said. 
 
Woodson was signed to just two-year deal when Rick Sund took over as general manager. 
 
Ballroom basketball 
 
The Magic didn't hold a shootaround Saturday morning with the game tipping off at 5 p.m. They instead 
ran through plays in a ballroom at the team hotel. 
 
"Ballroom basketball," coach Stan Van Gundy said. 
 
Longtime equipment man Rodney Powell puts down tape on the ball room carpet to simulate a court. 
 
"They've been doing that since I've been in the league," Van Gundy said. "You put the tape down as 
points of reference." 
 
With the early start, Van Gundy said that it is too large of an undertaking to load equipment and making 
arrangements for an hour and 15-minute shootaround. 
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Layups  
 
*C Dwight Howard was sitting on two fouls near the end of the first half. The Magic wanted to get him 
out of the game at about the three-minute mark so he wouldn't pick up a third, but when no change of 
possession occurred, the Magic were forced to take a 20-second time-out with one minute, two seconds 
left. Marcin Gortat replaced him. 
 
*A humorous exchange happened in the second quarter between Van Gundy and referee Ed Malloy. 
Van Gundy was asking Malloy if Vince Carter had been fouled on a previous play. Just as PG Jameer 
Nelson tried to shoo away Van Gundy, he sarcastically said to Malloy, "I know Josh Smith just yelled at 
you…." Malloy gave him a technical foul. 
 
*In Woodson's office, he has one framed print of Orlando-area icon Arnold Palmer, a postcard with 
Palmer's image and a framed photograph of Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods. "I like great 
golfers, and I like golf in general," he said. "I just do, and Arnold and Jack, they're great golfers. I'd love 
to meet them one day. That's just how much I love golf." 
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